CONFIDENTIAL

1180
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMCON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT:

Telephone Call from Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
the Federal Republic of Germany (U)

PARTICIPANTS:

The President
Helmut Kohl, Chancellor
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February 13, 1990, 1:49 - 2:00 p.m. EST
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Chancellor Kohl initiated the call. (U)
The President:

Helmut, how are you? (U)

Chancellor Kohl: Fine. Prime Minister Modrow is here today.
The situation continues to be dramatic. Between the 1st of
January and today, 80,000 have come from the GDR to the Federal
Republic. That is why I suggested a monetary union and an
economic community. We will have to urge the government that
comes in after March 18 to go through with these. (C)
First, thank you for all you did in Moscow. Please convey my
best regards to Jim Baker and congratulations for a great job. I
do believe the letter you sent to me before I left for Moscow
will one day be considered one of the great documents in GermanAmerican history. Your support is invaluable. (C)
Let me say a few words about my talks in Moscow. Gorbachev was
very relaxed. He has just had a difficult week in the Central
Committee, but he was confident that at the Party Congress he
would see things through. But the problems he faces are enormous
-- nationalities, the food supply situation — and I do not see a
light at the end of the tunnel yet. (C)
You know the text we published jointly on the German Question.
It was highly satisfactory. We will go in that direction now,
and in a parallel way on security policy. We also discussed the
same points Jim Baker had been discussing, that the two German
states should be working together with the Four Powers -- the
U.S., the UK, France, and the USSR. I was informed by HansDietrich Genscher, who called me from Ottawa an hour ago, that
the foreign ministers are discussing the same things. At Camp
David, this is one thing we will have to discuss thoroughly: the
future of NATO and the Warsaw Pact. I feel we will find a
solution, but it will be hard work. I told Gorbachev again that
the neutralization of Germany is out of the question for me. (C)
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The President:
react? (C)

Did he acquiesce or just listen?

How did he

Chancellor Kohl: My impression is that this is a subject about
which they want to negotiate, but that we can win that point in
negotiations. The modalities will be important, but I do believe
we can find a solution. (C)
The President: We must find a solution. The Camp David meeting
will be very important, and I am delighted you are able to come.
When I heard your comments from Moscow and heard that Mr.
Gorbachev had removed a longstanding obstacle to unification, I
was thinking of you as a friend. It must have been an emotional
moment for you. The German people certainly want to be together.
(C)
Chancellor Kohl: That is quite true. This is a great moment for
us. Today as I had a meeting at the Bundestag and with my
Fraktion, I said that without our American friends this would not
have been possible. (C)
The President: I will await your visit. We have been supporting
your stated position that NATO membership would be appropriate.
We won't move away from that, but we do need to talk and see
where we need to be more flexible and where we need to be more
firm. I think our Camp David meeting will be very important.
(C)
Chancellor Kohl:
The President:
Chancellor Kohl:

I will be looking forward to that as well.
Is Hannelore coming, too?
Yes.

(U)

(U)

The President: Tell her not to bring any dressy clothes.
will be like being in your mountain cabin. (U)
Chancellor Kohl:
The President:
touch. (U)

Wonderful!

It

(U)

Thank you for your call.

—

(U)

End of Conversation

We will stay in close

—

