The Civic Forum’s Exposition of its Position in Public Life with a Call for
Nonviolence, Tolerance and Dialogue

Prague, 20 November 1989

The Civic Forum is not a political party, nor an organization which accepts
members. It is an absolutely open society of people who feel themselves responsible for
the positive resolution of the untenable political situation, wanting to unite the forces of
all the honest and democratically-minded citizens—artists, students, workers and all
people of good will. It was established spontaneously in the presence of all the groups
which on Sunday, 11 November, took part in an independent social activity. We consider
this representation of the people to be competent to negotiate with responsible political
authorities. We are, therefore, after an objective plan of action, not violence. We do not
want crudeness. We appeal to the members of the police, the army, the militia, to refuse
brutality and repression of the will of the people. As long as in reality nobody was killed
during the harsh intervention of uniformed units, we are all happy, but this does not mean
that there did not occur massacres, injuries and bloodshed. Various wild rumors and
willfully disseminated misinformation are multiplying. Let us not succumb to them! We
ask all citizens to act responsibly, humanely, tolerantly and democratically. Let us lead
our common goal, as much as it is in our power, to a good conclusion. Let us persist and
let us not give up!

[Source: Informational Service #2, 21 November 1989, p.1. Published in Czech in Jiri
Suk. Obcanske Forum. Institute for Contemporary History, Prague, 1989. Translated for
CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]



