Note from A. S. Kapto, A. S. Pavlov, and Ye. Z. Razumov to the CC CPSU

In connection with the aggravation of the political situation in the Georgian SSR
we consider it advisable to send the following recommendations to local Party
committees (attached).

We request your agreement.

A. Kapto Ye. Razumov A. Pavlov

To the CP CC’s of union republics, kray, and oblast’ Party committees

The aggravation of the political situation in the Georgian SSR which is noted in
the TASS report of 10 April again shows the entire importance of timely preventive
measures on the part of local Party, government, and law enforcement bodies. The CC
CPSU directs the attention of the CP CC’s of union republics, kray, and oblast’ Party
committees to the need for a deep and comprehensive analysis of the situation which has
unfolded in each region and the implementation of effective work to put an end to various
kinds of antisocial manifestations.

Party committees and primary Party organizations ought to ensure high political
vigilance, not permit complacency and lack of principle in evaluating extremism and
nationalism, decisively put an end to any fabrications directed at undermining the
foundations of the state, and not ignore any instance of illegal actions.

It is necessary to more diligently improve mass political work in labor collectives
and the population’s places of residence. Sound out the mood of the people sensitively,
react quickly to their needs and requests, and root out bureaucratism and red tape. Pay
special attention to the organization of educational work among the student population.
Mobilize all Party, government, and Komsomol activists for these purposes. Increase the
responsibility of leadership cadre for the political situation in each collective and their
personal participation in educational work and public speeches before workers and youth.

The CC CPSU stresses the exceptionally important role and responsibility of the
mass media for an objective treatment of the processes which are occurring and the
correct formation of public opinion.

It is necessary to concentrate the attention of law enforcement bodies on the
adoption of timely and decisive measures directed at people committing violations of
socialist law, facilitating the kindling of ethnic strife with their inflammatory actions, and
inciting people on the path to anarchy and disorder.

In this regard, Party committees and the leaders of law enforcement agencies,
using the mass media and the entire arsenal of ideological and educational work, are to
ensure the explanation and deep study of the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium decrees
published in the press directed at a fuller and more effective use of the means of
protecting the Soviet constitutional order and ethnic equality; [they] permit a more active
struggle to be waged against various kinds of extremist elements.

It is recommended that Party committees investigate additional measures in their
Bureaus to strengthen discipline, order, and organization in every way in each region.

[Source: TsKhSD. f. 5, op. 35 d. 145, pp. 55-57. Original, published in Istoricheskiy
Arkhiv 3 (1993), pp. 99-100. Translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.]



