Nationalism and Communism in Eastern Europe
(History 635/ver. 3.1)

Professor T. MillsKelly OfficeHours
Robinson Hall B377a Tu/Th 1:30-2:45
phone: 703-993-2152 or by appointment

email: tkelly7@gmu.edu

website: http://chnm.gmu.edu/history/faculty/kelly
blog: http://edwired.org

aim: tkelly7029

Overview

Two collectivist ideologies have dominated the history of the region we used to call Eastern
Europe (now we call it East Central Europe and Southeastern Europe) in the late 19th and 20th
centuries—nationalism and communism. This course is an examination of the roles of these two
ideologies in the history of this region, that is, Europe between Germany/Italy in the west and the
Baltics, Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova in the east. Nationalism is one focus of the course
because nationalism and its diverse manifestations has been (and continues to be) a significant
focus of the scholarship dealing with this region. From 1945 until 1989 communism was an even
more important ideology and so we cannot understand the history of this region in the 20th
century without a careful examination of the communist period.

Since the archives of the region opened up to Western academics after 1989 a whole raft of new
scholarly work has emerged and an important part of what we will be doing in this course is
contrasting these newer works with the older interpretations. In particular, we will have the
opportunity to investigate how new access to archival sources, when combined with prevailing
scholarly trends outside of the study of this region, have resulted in new methodological
approaches and new insights into the history of Eastern Europe.

Because this is a readings seminar, each week you will have a variety of reading assignments and
will be expected to come to class ready to discuss them. The exchange of information, ideas and
opinions is central to the success of a seminar and I hope our discussions will include some
lively debates.

I am the Principal Investigator for a National Endowment for the Humanities grant called
Making the History of 1989 Sources and Narratives ontheFall of Communism. The goal of this
grant is to create a major website for students and teachers on the history of 1989 in Eastern
Europe (website draft at http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989). That means that you will have access to all
the resources we are developing at the Center for History and New Media (http://chnm.gmu.edu)
and will have the opportunity to learn about how digital media are transforming the historian’s
craft.

Study Tours

I am leading two study tours related to this course. The first is the Great Cities of Eag Central
Europetour that goes to Prague, Vienna, and Budapest in January 2008. This is a three-credit
course in just two weeks and can be taken for graduate credit. During Spring Break I’ll be



leading a study tour (for one credit) to Prague and Dresden, two epicenters of the protest
movements of 1989. I hope you’ll consider attending one of these tours.

Films

I have placed around 20 films on reserve for this course and my two undergraduate courses. In
each week of the syllabus I’ve indicated which films relate to that week’s subject. You are not
required to watch any of these films, but are strongly encouraged to do so, as they can substan-
tially expand your understanding of the region, its history, and its culture. I am also negotiating
with the Albanian documentary filmmaker Elvira Dones to screen and host a dis-cussion of her
recent documentary Sworn Virgins (profiled in The Washington Pog in mid-August). I’ll let you
know about the date for this once it is all arranged. If we can pull this off, I strongly encourage
you to attend, as it is a unique opportunity to hear a documentary filmmaker discuss her work—
and a chance to hear about Albania, a difficult subject to find good resources on.

Readings

The required readings for this course were selected both for their currency and because all of
them are available at significant discounts (in used form) via the various online retailers. Please
see me if you have any questions about how to obtain your books at a discount.

Booksto Purchase:

Andres Janos, Eag Central Europein theModen World (general overview text)
Padraic Kenney, A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe1989

Rogers Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed

Maria Bucur and Nancy Wingfield, Staging the Past

Jan Gross, Neighbors

Weekly Pattern of Activity

Each week we will either read one book in common, or one book from the reading list I’ve
provided below. This list is still incomplete, because I’'m adding a few articles to it for the later
weeks of the semester, but it will give you a general idea of what we will be reading. You should
come to class prepared to discuss the strengths, weaknesses, methodological approach, sources,
and any innovations your book or collection of articles represents.

In addition, each week you must write up a one-page (250-400 word) response to you readings,
that summarizes what you think everyone in the class ought to know about your readings. This
summary should include a succind restatement of the author’s argument, a brief discussion of
where the book/article (and its argument) fits within the overall historiography, some reference
to the sources used, and your opinion of the author’s success in pulling off whatever he or she
said would happen in the work. These weekly summaries will be posted no later than midnight
on Tuesday on the class blog. I will give each of you access to the blog using your GMU
username as your blog username. In a separate email I'll point you to the login address.



There are two purposes behind the use of a blog. The first is that it is convenient and offers
everyone in the class both easy access to your views on whatever you’ve read and an archive of
those views for later use on such things as comprehensive exam preparation. The other reason is
that by posting your views on what you’ve read by Tuesday night, everyone in the class has
Wednesday and Thursday to read up on the various books and articles we’ve all read and so we
won’t have to devote class time to a rehashing of what is in the books/articles. Instead, we can
focus on the significance of the work.

Writing Assignments

Three times during the semester you will write a 5-7 page essay that considers a particular theme
from the readings and that incorporates at least three of the books and/or articles that you’ve
read. These essays are not book reviews. Instead they are a chance for you to explore a particular
theme in more detail through the writing of several authors. We’ll talk about these essays in
more detail as the deadline for the first one approaches. The essays themselves are due on
October 4, November 1, and December 6.

General Readings
If you feel that you need some additional general readings on the history of the region, the list
that follows offers some guidance to the better choices.

Robert Bideleux and Ian Jeffries, A History of Eastern Europe: Crisis and Change (1999)
Daniel Chirot, ed., The Origins of Backwardness in Eastern Europe, (1989)

Francis Dvornik, The Slavs in European History and Civilization (1962)

Misha Glenny, The Balkans: Nationalism, War & the Great Powers, 1804-1999 (2001)
Heiko Haumann, History of East European Jews, (2002)

Barbara Jelavich, History of the Balkans, 2 volumes (1983)

Lonnie Johnson, Central Europe: Enemies, Neighbors, Friends (1996)

Robert Kann, The Multi-National Empire, 2 volumes (1950)

Robert Kann and Zdenek David, The Peoples of the Eastern Habsburg Lands, 1526-1918
John Lampe and Marvin Jackson, Balkan Economic History, 1550-1950 (1982)

Philip Longworth, The Making of Eastern Europe (1994)

Weekly Schedule

August 30

Course introduction

By the end of this week, be sure to have posted a test message on the class weblog. I'll delete all
these, so feel free to be casual.

September 6 DNationalism: Theory and Practice
Read Rogers Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed and one or more of the following:




Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities (1983)

Floya Anthias and Nira Yuval-Davis, eds. Woman-Nation-State (1989)

John Armstrong, Nations Before Nationalism (1982)

John Breuilly, Nationalism and the State (1982)

Karl Deutsch, Nationalism and Social Communication (1953)

Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (1983)

Liah Greenfeld, Nationalism: Five Roads to Modernity (1992)

Carleton B. Hayes, The Historical Evolution of Modern Nationalism (1931)
Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780 (1990)

Eric Hobsbawm and Terrance Ranger, eds. The Invention of Tradition (1992)
Miroslav Hroch, Social Preconditions of National Revival in Europe (1985)
John Hutchinson, The Dynamics of Cultural Nationalism (1987)

Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism (1945)

Hugh Seton-Watson, Nations and States (1977)

Anthony Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations (1986)

Anthony Smith, Theories of Nationalism (1983)

Joseph Stalin, Marxism and the National and Colonial Question (1936)

Peter Sugar, “External and Domestic Roots of Eastern European Nationalism, in Peter F. Sugar
and Ivo Lederer, Nationalism in Eastern Europe (1969), 46-54

September 13D National Histories

Agnew, Hugh L., The Czechs and the Lands of the Bohemian Crown (2004)

Brown, Keith The Past in Question: Modern Macedonia and the Uncertainties of Nation (2003)

Crampton, Richard, A Short History of Modern Bulgaria, (1987)

David Crowe, A History of the Gypsies of Eastern Europe and Russia (1996)

Robert Donia and John Fine, Bosnia & Hercegovina: A Tradition Betrayed (1994)

Keith Hitchens, Rumania, 1866-1947 (1994)

Charles and Barbara Jelavich, The Establishment of the Balkan National States,
1804-1920 (1977)

Tim Judah, The Serbs: History, Myth and the Destruction of Yugoslavia (1997)

Stanislav Kirschbaum, History of Slovakia, (1995)

John Lampe, Yugoslavia as History: Twice There Was a Country (1996)

Marcia MacDermott, A History of Bulgaria, 1393-1885 (1962)

Noel Malcolm, Bosnia. A Short History (1996)

Noel Malcolm, Kosovo. A Short History (1999)

Seton-Watson, R.W., A History of the Czechs and Slovaks, (1965)

Seton-Watson, R.W., A History of the Roumanians, (1963)

Peter Sugar, ed., A History of Hungary (1990)

Peter Sugar and Ivo Lederer, Nationalism in Eastern Europe

Norman Davies, Heart of Europe: A Short History of Poland

Fred Singleton, A Short History of the Yugoslav Peoples

Marcus Tanner, Croatia: A Nation Forged in War (1997)

Austrian History Yearbook, 3, parts 1, 2, 3 (1966) — select a couple of articles




September 20018481914 M oder nization and Reorientation

Read Gary Cohen, "Neither Absolutism nor Anarchy: New Narratives on Society and
Government in Late Imperial Austria," Austrian History Yearbook, XXIX, 1998, p. 37-61

And one ore more of the following:

Gary Cohen, The Politics of Ethnic Survival: Germans in Prague, 1861-1914 (1981)

Gary Cohen, Education and Middle Class Society in Austria, 1848-1918 (1996)

Istvan Deak, Beyond Nationalism: A Social and Political History of the Habsburg Officer Corps
1848-1918 (1990)

Alison Frank, Oil Empire: Visions of Prosperity in Austrian Galicia (2005)

Alice Freifeld, Nationalism and the Crowd in Liberal Hungary, 1848-1914, 1999

Gdbor Gyani, Parlor and Kitchen: Housing and Domestic Culture in Budapest, 1870-1940 (2002)

Andrds Gero, Modern Hungarian Society in the Making: The Unfinished Experience (1993)

David Good, The Economic Rise of the Habsburg Empire, 1750-1914 (1984)
Oskar Jaszi, The Dissolution of the Habsburg Monarchy, (1929)

Pieter Judson, Exclusive Revolutionaries: Liberal Politics, Social Experience and National

Identity in the Austrian Empire, 1848-1914 (1996)
Hillel Kieval, The Making of Czech Jewry: national conflict and Jewish society in Bohemia,

1870-1918, (1988)

Hillel Kieval, Languages of Community: The Jewish Experience in the Czech Lands (2000)
Duncan Perry, The Politics of Terror: the Macedonian liberation movements, 1893-1903, (1988)

Brian Porter, When nationalism began to hate : imagining modern politics in nineteenth century
Poland (2000)

Marsha Rozenblit, The Jews of Vienna, 1867-1914 (1983)

Marsha Rozenblit and Pieter Judson, eds. Constructing Nationalities in East Central Europe
(2005)

Alan Sked, The Decline and Fall of the Habsburg Empire, 1815-1918
Gale Stokes, Politics as Development: The Emergence of Political Parties in Nineteenth-Century

Serbia (1990)
Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)
Film options: Colond Redl (A), Thelllugonist (A)

September 27 BStaging the Pag
Read the Bucur and Wingfield book

October 4 DWorld War | and its Aftermath

Ivo Banac, The National Question in Yugoslavia (1984)

John Bell, Peasants in Power, Alexander Stamboliski and the Bulgarian Agrarian
National Union (1977)

Maria Bucur, Eugenics and Modernization in Interwar Romania (2002).




F. Gregory Campbell, Confrontation in Central Europe: Weimar Germany and
Czechoslovakia, (1978)

Melissa Feinberg, Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in
Czechoslovakia, 1918-1950 (2006)

James Felak, At the Price of the Republic: Hlinka’s Slovak People’s Party, 1929-1938 (1994)

Paul Hanebrink, In Defense of Christian Hungary: Religion, Nationalism, and Antisemitism,
1890-1944 (2006)

Maureen Healy, Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire: Total War and Everyday Life in
World War I (2004)

Charles and Barbara Jelavich, The Establishment of the Balkan National States,
1804-1920 (1977)

Irina Livezeanu, Cultural Politics in Greater Romania: regionalism, nation building and ethnic
struggle, 1918-1930, (1995)

Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe Between the Two World Wars (1974)

Nancy Wingfield and Maria Bucur, Gender and War in Twentieth-century Eastern

Europe (2006)

Film options: Closely Watched Trains(CS)
Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)

October 11 PInterwar Eagern Europe and the War

Katherine Jolluck, Exile and Identity: Polish Women in the Soviet Union During World
War II (2002)

Sabrina Ramet, ed., The Radical Right in Central and Eastern Europe Since 1989 (1999)

Peter Sugar, ed., Native Fascism in the Successor States, (1971)

Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)

Film options: Divided We Fall (CS), Shopon Main Steet (CS), Ashes and Diamonds(P), ! elary
(CS), Dark BlueWorld (CS)

October 18 DThe Holocaust in Eagern Europe
Read Jan Gross, Neighbors and the Slavic Review Forum on this book (on reserve).

October 25BCommunist Eagern Europe

Bradley Abrams, The Struggle for the Soul of the Nation: Czech Culture and the Rise of
Communism (2004).

John Connelly, Captive University: The Sovietization of East German, Czech, and Polish Higher

Education, 1945-1956 (2000)

Grzegorz Ekiert, The State Against Society: Political Crises and Their Aftermath in East Central
Europe (1996)



Trond Gilberg, Nationalism and Communism in Romania: the rise and fall of Ceaucescu’s
personal dictatorship, (1990)

Mark Kurlansky, 1968: The Year That Rocked the World (2004).

Andrew Michta, Red Eagle: the army in Polish politics, 1944-1988, (1990)

The Prague Spring 1968: A National Security Archive Documents Reader (1998)

David Ost, Solidarity and the Politics of Anti-politics: opposition and reform in Poland since
1968, (1990)

Nicholas Pano, The People’s Republic of Albania, (1968)

Sabrina Petra Ramet, Social Currents in Eastern Europe: the sources and meaning of the great
transformation, (1991)

Susan E. Reid and David Crowley, eds. Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in
Post-War Eastern Europe, (2000)

Joseph Rothschild and Nancy Wingfield, Return to Diversity: A Political History of East Central

Europe Since World War 11, (1999)

Denison Rusinow, The Yugoslav Experiment, 1948-1977, (1988)

Vladimir Tismaneanu, Stalinism for All Seasons: A Political History of Romanian
Communism (2003)

Katherine Verdery, National Ideology Under Socialism: identity and cultural politics in
Ceaucescu’s Romania, (1991)

Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)

Film Options: When Father Was Away on Busness (Y), Undeaground(Y), Budapest Tales (H)

November 1 DThe Year of Miradesand its Aftermath

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern: the revolution of 1989 witnessed in Warsaw,
Budapest, Berlin and Prague, 1990

Branimir Anzulovic. Heavenly Serbia: From Myth to Genocide, 1999

Ivo Banac, ed., Eastern Europe in Revolution, 1992

Dusan I. Bjelic and Obrad Savic, eds. Balkan as Metaphor: Between Globalization and

Fragmentation, 2002
Misha Glenny, The Fall of Yugoslavia, 1993

Paul Hockenos, Free to Hate: The Rise of the Right in Post-communist Eastern Europe (1993)
Carol Skalnik Leff, The Czech and Slovak Republics

Jifi Musil, ed., The End of Czechoslovakia, 1995

Sabrina Ramet, The Radical Right in Central and Eastern Europe Since 1989 (1999)

Tina Rosenberg, The Haunted Land: Facing Europe’s Ghosts After Communism, 1996

Laura Silber and Allan Little, Yugoslavia, Death of a Nation, 1995

Gale Stokes, The Walls Came Tumbling Down, 1993

Vladimir Tismaneanu, Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism and Myth in Post-

Communist Europe, 1998
Vladimir Tismaneanu, Reinventing Politics, 2000

Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)



Film Options: Kolya (CS), Canary Season (BG), Goodbye Lenin (G), TheLives of Othe's (G),
Zahrada(CS), Fuse (B), Grbavca: Land of My Dreans (B), Pretty Village Pretty Flame (Y),
No Man®Land(US), Before the Rain (M); Children Underground(R), White (P), | Love
Budapest (H), Caging (S), Goodbye Lenin (G)

November 8 D1989Redefined
Read Padraic Kenny, A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe 1989, (2001)

November 15DNo class. |®n at a conference
November 22 DNo class. Thanksgiving break

November 29BbYugodaviain Hell

Branimir Anzulovic, Heavenly Serbia: From Myth to Genocide (1999)

Tone Bringa, Being Muslim the Bosnian Way: Identity and Community in a Central
Bosnian Village (1995)

Misha Glenny, The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the Great Powers, 1804-1999 (2000)

Misha Glenny, The Fall of Yugoslavia: The Third Balkan War (1994)

Richard Holbrooke, To End a War (1999)

Noel Malcolm, Bosnia: A Short History (1996)

Noel Malcolm, Kosovo: A Short History (1998)

Sabrina Ramet, Balkan Babel: The Disintegration of Yugoslavia from the Death of Tito to
Ethnic War (1996)

Sabrina Ramet, The Three Yugoslavias: State-building and Legitimation, 1918-2005 (2006)

Sabrina Ramet, Thinking About Yugoslavia: Scholarly Debates About the Yugoslav Breakup
and the Wars in Bosnia and Kosovo (2005)

Sabrina Ramet, ed., Gender Politics in the Western Balkans: Women and Society in Yugoslavia
and the Yugoslav Successor States (1999)

Sabrina Ramet, ed., Rocking the State: Rock Music and Politics in Eastern Europe and
Russia (1994)

Laura Silber, Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation (1996)

Miranda Vickers, Between Serb and Albanian: A History of Kosovo (1998)

Or read two articles of your choice (but consult with me first)

Film Options: Fuse (B), Grbavica: Landof My Dreanms (B), Pretty Village Pretty Flame (Y), No
Man@®@Land(US), Before the Rain (M); Caging (S)

December 6 DM aking Sense of it all and Class Party

Film Key: (Origin and/or subject matter)
A=Austrian
B=Bosnian



BG=Bulgarian

CS=Czech, Slovak, Czechoslovak
H=Hungary

M=Macedonian

P=Polish

R=Romanian

S=Serbian

US=American

Y=Yugoslavia

Pronunciation Guide
You should try your best to pronounce all the names and local terms that come up during the

semester. Here is a rough guide to the pronunciation of the letters/sounds that may be unfamiliar
to you.

Albanian

€ e, as in gam

¢ ¢, as in cello

dh th, as in that

gj dj, as in adjust

] y, as in yes

nj ny, as in canyon
T trilled as in Spanish
X ts, as in cats

xh dg, as in edge
zh z, as in aalre
Bulgarian/Macedonian

See: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/bulgarian.htm

Czech/Slovak/Slovenian
C ts as in cats

¢ ch, as in reach

cz ch, as in chicken

d dj, as in bridge

€ i+e, each vocalized

n n as in new

ou long o, as in road

I r+z, each vocalized, but together
N sh, as in she

u 00, as in Z0O

7 s, as in pleasure



German

0 oe — a close equivalent in English is the u in shun
u ue — a close equivalent in English is ruin
Hungarian

C ts, as in cats

cs ch, as in change

é ay, as in say

gy dg, as in lodge

0 u, as in curve

0 0, as in joke

6 00, as in z0O

S sh, as in she

SS sh+sh, each vocalized (Tessék=tesh shayk)
SZ S, as in seven

i, d ew, as in few, the second longer than the first
Polish

C ts, as in cats

é ch, as in change

ch h, as in hard

cz ch, as in church

dz as in English, as in red zone

dzi j, asin jeep

g always hard, as in get

1 w, as in won

i ni, as in onion

o 00, as in foot, not as in zoo

4 hard zh, as with z (see below)

Sz hard sh, as in shot

szch both, as in frensh cheese

$ sh, as in shoe

w v, as in village

7,7 soft z, as in Zhivago—z is harder
Serbian/Croatian

vt o oV e N T aK @)
N¢

ts, as in cats

hard ch, as in church
soft ch, as in cheese
j» as in June

dj, sort of like jam
y, as in yacht

1, as in lure

10



11
nj like the Spanish —
trilled as in Spanish
sh, as in shegp
zh, as in meaure

N¢ ¢ =

For the Serbian alphabet, see: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/serbo-croat.htm



12



