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Donald Sweig, ed.  “Registration of Free Negroes Commencing September Court 1822, Book No. 2” and “Registration of Free Blacks 1835 Book 3.”  Fairfax:  Office of Comprehensive Planning, 1977.
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Thornton Gray

Donald Sweig, ed.  “Registration of Free Negroes Commencing September Court 1822, Book No. 2” and “Registration of Free Blacks 1835 Book 3.”  Fairfax:  Office of Comprehensive Planning, 1977.
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Thornton Gray

One of the 4 trustees who started Laurel Grove School in the Registration of Free Negroes
[p. 70, Register No. 165, Book II]  “The Bearer hereof Thornton Gray a dark Mulatto about Eighteen years of age five feet eight inches high a scar over the left Eye, a scar under the lip a scar on the thumb of the right hand is the Son of Tomson a free woman Emancipated by Genl. George Washington as appears by an affidavit of Dennis Johnson on file in my office. . . .[no date]”

[p. 96, Register No. 261, Book II] “I William Moss Clerk of the County Court of Fairfax do hereby certify that the bearer of Thorton Gray a Darke Mulatto about twenty one years of Age Six feet one Inch High, a Scar over the left eye, a Scar under the under the under the [sic] under lip, a Scar on the thum of the right Hand is the son of Thomzen a free woman Emancipated by General George Washington as appears by an affidavit of Dennis Johnston, Filed in my office, whereupon by the request of the said Thornton Gray I have caused him to be registered in my office as a free Man of Colour in pursuance of Law.  Given under my hand this 19th day of Nov. 1834.”

[p. 98, Register # 266, Book II]  Lists Louisa Gray as a daughter of “Thomzen a free woman Emancipated by Genl. Geo. Washington” [A sister of Thornton Gray.  Other relatives also in the Register.  Another sister, Peggy Gray, Register no. 166 Book 2]

[p. 161, Register # 220, Book III] “The Bearer hereof is Thornton Gray, a dark mulatto man, 6 feet 2 inches high—34—years of age, a long scar on the Left Eye, a scar under the under Lip, a scar on the Thumb of the right hand, a scar in the left Thumb, a large scar on the right wrist—is the son of . . . “ [next page is blank—faulty printing of book and thus the rest of the register is missing].

[p.  200, Register # 392, Book III]  “I, Alfred Moss, Clerk of the County Court of Fairfax County, in the State aforesaid, do Certify that the Bearer hereof ‘Thornton Gray’ a dark mulatto man, Six feet two inches high, Thirty nine years of age, a long Scar on the left Eye, a Scar under the under lip, a large Scar on the right wrist, and a Scar on the left thumb is the Son of Thomizan Gray a free woman Emancipated by Genl. George Washington, as appears by an original Certificate heretofore granted by the County Court of Fairfax County, this day Surrendered and on file in my office.  Whereupon at the request of the Said Thornton Gray I have caused him to be registered in my Office as a free man of color, according to Law. 


“Given under my hand this Seventeenth day of August 1852.” 

