Statistics from the Historical Background 

Across the South the African American illiteracy rate dropped:

	1860
	1880
	1910

	95%
	70%
	30%


Fairfax County, mid-1880s

Black people = 33 % of population

Only 14% of schools served them

35% of Black school-aged children attended these “colored” schools.

Comparison of Public Schools in Virginia and Massachusetts, 1890s

	
	Virginia
	Massachusetts

	Per child spending
	$9.70 (for black children $3.23)
	$37.76

	Value of school property per child
	$5
	$61

	Teachers’ salaries
	$168
	$566


