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Our Sunday school teachers were always preparing us to do a better job and always using white people as the standard. Please, white folk have always been the standard, and this was not necessarily always the best thing to do, but that's what black people did. That's what I mean when I said that I believe that many middle-class black folk [were] sort of condescending. [They] just made us feel like if we can just do what they do, then we're okay. But we're not to expect them to accept us. But at least be able to do much of what they can do.

[We had] good teachers, good teachers, teachers who taught skills. For instance, in English, all of us make mistakes in grammar; it happens to the best of us, but when checked you knew what was correct. You know that way of saying, "What did you say?" and then you say it correctly. It's because you know it. You couldn't say it correctly if you didn't. Well, teachers taught skills, all of us had a foreign language. You didn't finish high school without some knowledge of a foreign language.

At McDonogh 35, you were taught again that ladies wore stockings, so every girl had to have an opportunity to serve as an office girl. At McDonogh 35 you were selected to serve as an office girl where you wore stockings to school every day, and you did that just to let you know that ties would not choke boys and stockings would not heat girls to the point where they would faint. But, when you talk about the extra things, for instance, [take] the symphony, if you go to the opera in your city, the persons whom you're going to see [at] the operas were usually older people. During our time we were not only taught to appreciate the opera, but we were taught, "Don't just say it's nice to go to opera." You learn the story behind the story, so you wanted to know if so and so was singing. At this time you had someone who would say to you, "Well let me see if she sings it or he sings it as well as so and so." And, if you notice, we compare the people who sing; we compare because we know the roles; we were taught the roles and started right there. We learned that in school. Every Friday you had music appreciation for three to four hours. You learn to sing out of that Twice 55 book. And I keep telling these people, if you notice, that children who get in trouble least are the children who are truly part of some Protestant church's choir. Watch those kids; the bulk of those kids go to school; the bulk of those kids sing; the bulk of those kids have a knowledge of literature, a knowledge of history to some degree. You can talk history to them, and they have an appreciation for it because they learned the songs, and the person teaching the song gives them the background of what happened as a result of this song evolving so they know the story, so they feel good about themselves. And that's why I said that if we can get them to sing together like we used to, we always had something in common whenever we were in school.

