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A DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES or THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
In GENERAL CONGRESS AssEMBLED.

HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes nece for ane Peaple to difiolve the Politic: kel
with another, and to affume among the Powers of the h, the (cpar'ar“ nrud‘;l-._:l:.]alr tJ‘[E ulllnl::utr}ri?in.:‘l;d“}:htll have conne@ted them
Mature's God entitle them, a decent Refpeét to the Opinicns of Mankind requires that they thould declare ‘l:_ e prud of Nature and of
wile Separation. . . = = caufes which impel them
¢ hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created ec that they ne . s K
unilicnable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purluic of] Happincfi— j’i‘l;ar:::.glj.,-nu\::‘:;,J:F. ;E’."}r Creator with certain
i nz Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Conlent of the Geverned, that whenever any Form of Government I_»: S "s;:{m“.mm‘m’ L
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or toabolifh it and to inftitute new Government, laving its Foundation on fuct ;qmtf deftrudtive of thefe
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, ‘will d.rg‘f:.] hrmz;p}.u' and arganizing
ould not be changed for t and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M':mkind P Ll_a:I..mfm““““ long el-
wiferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train U‘.cﬂ\'ﬂ"‘}",c ifpafed to fuffer, while
g invariably the famhe Object, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolure Deipotifim, it is their Right, icis their Dury, 2 "n !';I‘fs andﬁ.U.furl““D"" purlu-
witdd to provide new Guards for their futare Security,  Such has been the patient Sutferance of thele Cnlnl‘;ics; and fuch is :;‘w th-,ho?\v 01. {“ch.Gmm"“cE"'
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent Kis of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated Inj eceflity which conftraing
having in direc Objcét the Eftablithment of an abiolute Tyranay over thele States. To prove this, et Facts be ,'"b,‘]i{t:d " f‘cand'd J\:,m]‘;"d Ufarpations, all
Iz has refuied his Affent to Laws, the moft whelefome and neceflary for the public Good. ] . =
H has forbidden his Governors to pals Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fofpended i i : : . X
and when fo fufpe «d, he has u(url-‘;“cgh ted to attend to ('hcm.p el ¢ £ d in their Operation tll his Affeat thould be cbtained ;
Hi has refuled to pafs other Lawe for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlels thofe e w linaui T e
the Lepiflature, a Ki g t ineflimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. - & Eeopic NoulTRlind uiitithe Right of Reprefentation in
He has called topether Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, ancomfortable, and diftant from the Dep: rei i .
fatiguing them into Cump'li:%wc with his Meafures, cpafitory. of their public Records,; for the le Pupae of
Y1 hus diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the Peopl
Hr has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, t hers to be cleéted ; wherehy the I_-cgil]ativ: Pawers ,'.,“pl:]c of Antihilati
turned to the People at large for their exerciles the State remain ¢ mean time expoled to all the Dangers of Invafion piein ;vr‘:lhuut = ;g ilation, have ree
H. has endeavoursd to prevent the Population of thelc State Purpofe obftruéting the Laws for Naturalization of Forei ,n“_,_'_ = fi ronvulﬁcms withiz,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Apuropriations of Lands. gners 5 refuling to pali athers
s has ohirusted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for cftablifhing Judiciary Powers,

e has made Judges dependent on his Will alane, for the Tenure of tleir Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salari

i has erected 2 Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrals our People, and c:{ out :Eeirigﬁb‘;t‘j;:l-:h

11 has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiilatures. ]

Hr has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.

H# has combined with others to fubjeCt us to a wrifdiction foreign to our Conftitution, nzchknowleds - 2 .
.':‘-d]cd l.c?il];:iun; 10l ) oa] 1¢kion igr onftitution, and unzcknowledged by our Lawsy giving his Affent to thefr Afts of
ax quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :

hem, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhonld commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States ;

Fox protethi
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :
Fon impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :

For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury ¢

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :

Fon ahalithing the free Syitem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Provines, eftablifhi in an arbitrary Governmient, and enlarging its Boundaries, [
g5 to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolate Rale into thefe Coloniss : = s
For taking away our Charters, abolithing vur molt valuable Laws, and sltering fundamentilly the Forms of our Governments :

Fox fulpending oue own Legillatures, and declaring themfelves invelted with Power to legiflate for vs in all Cafes whatfoeyer .
H has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion and waging War uguirll} us. .
e has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deflrbyed the Lives of our l*mflc
H ie, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenarics to compleat the Works of Death, Delolati
y AL this o 3 ! 2 plation, and Tyranny i :
fances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous A and rotally unworthy ﬂ:: Head ;1’ n’ci\-incc‘i V.m’(;nﬂimmy begt it -
Hr lias conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Szas to b rms againit their Country, St
2 i ag ntry, to become the E T
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. i Executioners of thelr Friends and
H e has excited domeftic Infurre@ions among(t us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i 2
. e it L e - 5 f 1 i r Frontiers, the mercilef: " ol
wn Rule of Warfare, is an undlllmgu:fh:d Deitrution, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions, ? ilefs Indian Savages, whofe
sy flage of thefe Oppreflions w2 have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petitions have been anfwered only by repeat

cu

/ i v
A Prince, whofe Character is thus marked by every act which « define a Tyrant, is unfitto be the Ruler of a free People.
in Attentions to vur Britith Brethren.  We have warned them from Time to Ti i L]
) : 1 ; hren., Arty me of Attempts by their Lepill:
Turifdiftion over us. We have reminded them of the Cireumilances of our Emi, ! tere P\"’c). have : T.{ll:tlm: m:"(md 3
and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to vow the [urpations, which, \‘\'nu'l‘lpi}‘l’m-i:‘-‘s!: i:':ﬂr e
They toa have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity.  We mull, therefore ;.;-q"i,_-l;\c P ‘]-ml-}': l_';r
d them, aswe hold the reft of Mankind, mies in War, in Peice, Friends. ! ity o
; « UNITE P A ME + : ~
,'L‘_\.l‘_ll ED STAT bt}:] AME o, in Gewerar Contrrss, Alfimhled, ap-
¢ World for the Redlitude of our Intentions, do, in the + and by Authority of the good Peaple of thefe Coloni 8, i
thefz United Colonics are, and of R wght to be, F : AND INDEPENDE T q-l! AT ESs thit ;IM'
Crown, and that all \puh ion between themand the State of Great-Britain, is and f.n:lglul to be :o'ai]‘{l i
s : 1 STATE y.‘ln. < full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, eitablif
gletyd TR Bl : . ST ATes mayofrightdo. Andfor the fi Fthis Daclarath
G.0aKH0 L 1 i e & fupport of this Declaratior
1 the Pro fyof divine Pre srice, we mutually pled other cur Lives, our Fortones, and our facred lrir:iur Shit Dédacation n
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