
The Cold War and Brown v. Board of Education 
Document Analysis 

Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

Document #1 
Excerpt from “Citizen Soldiers” by Stephen Ambrose 

The world's greatest democracy fought the world's greatest racist with a segregated Army. It was worse than that: 
the Army and the society conspired to degrade African-Americans in every way possible, summed up in the name 
Jim Crow. One little incident from the home front illustrates the tyranny black Americans lived under during the 
Second World War.  

In April 1944 Corp. Rupert Timmingham wrote Yank magazine. "Here is a question that each Negro soldier is 
asking," he began. "What is the Negro soldier fighting for? On whose team are we playing?" He recounted the 
difficulties he and eight other black soldiers had while traveling through the South -- "where Old Jim Crow rules" -- 
for a new assignment. "We could not purchase a cup of coffee," Timmingham noted. Finally the lunchroom 
manager at a Texas railroad depot said the black GIs could go on around back to the kitchen for a sandwich and 
coffee. As they did, "about two dozen German prisoners of war, with two American guards, came to the station. 
They entered the lunchroom, sat at the tables, had their meals served, talked, smoked, in fact had quite a swell time. 
I stood on the outside looking on, and I could not help but ask myself why are they treated better than we are? Why 
are we pushed around like cattle? If we are fighting for the same thing, if we are to die for our country, then why 
does the Government allow such things to go on? Some of the boys are saying that you will not print this letter. I'm 
saying that you will."  

 

1. What does the incident of this document reveal about the attitudes towards African 
American soldiers in 1944? 
 

2. What does the incident reveal about the attitudes of the African American soldiers in 
1944? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document #2 
 
Universal Declaration  
of Human Rights 
 
As adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, December 10, 1948 
 
Preamble 
 
Whereas, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 
 
Whereas, disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have 
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world which human beings shall enjoy 
freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest 
aspiration of the common people, 
 
Whereas, it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to 
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of 
law, 
 
Whereas, it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations, 
 
Whereas, the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights 
of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life 
in larger freedom. 
 
Whereas, Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with the United 
Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 
 
Whereas, a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for 
the full realization of this pledge, 
 
Now, Therefore, the General Assembly proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every 
individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by 
teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and 
observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of 
territories under their jurisdiction. 
 
Articles  



 
ARTICLE 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction 
shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self governing or 
under any other limitation of sovereignty. 
 
 

3. What freedoms are highlighted in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?  
 
4. How do the freedoms in this document contrast with the freedoms in Document #1? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document #3 
 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Associate Justice 

Supreme Court of the United States 

Although the Brown decision did not refer to the international stage, there is little doubt that the 
climate of the era explains, in significant part, why apartheid in America began to unravel after 
World War II. Recall that the United States and its allies had fought, successfully, to destroy 
Hitler's Holocaust Kingdom and the rank racism that prevailed during the years of Nazi 
ascendancy in Europe. Yet our own troops, when we entered that War, were racially segregated. 
In the midst of the War, in 1942, Swedish economist Gunnar Myrdal published The American 
Dilemma in which he observed: "America, for its international prestige, power and future 
security, needs to demonstrate to the world that American Negroes can be satisfactorily 
integrated into its democracy."….. 

The author of the Brown decision, Chief Justice Earl Warren, reflected some 18 years after the 
1954 judgment: 

The reversal of race relation policies in the United States "was fostered primarily by the presence 
of [World War II] itself. First, the primary enemy of the Allies, Nazi Germany, was perhaps the 
most conspicuously and brutally racist nation in the history of the world. . . . The segregation 
and extermination of non-Aryans in Hitler's Germany were shocking for Americans, but they 
also served as a troublesome analogy. While proclaiming themselves inexorably opposed to 
Hitler's practices, many Americans were tolerating the segregation and humiliation of nonwhites 
within their own borders. The contradiction between the egalitarian rhetoric employed against 
the Nazis and the presence of racial segregation in America was a painful one."….. 

In an amicus brief for the United States filed in Brown, the Attorney General urged:  

"The existence of discrimination against minority groups in the United States has an adverse 
effect upon our relations with other countries. Racial discrimination furnishes grist for the 
Communist propaganda mills, and it raises doubts even among friendly nations as to the 
intensity of our devotion to the democratic faith." 

The brief included a letter from Secretary of State Dean Acheson on the adverse effects of race 
discrimination upon the conduct of U. S. foreign relations. Acheson wrote: 

The United States is under constant attack in the foreign press, over the foreign radio, and in 
such international bodies as the United Nations because of various practices of discrimination 
against minority groups in this country. . . . Soviet spokesmen regularly exploit the situation in 
propaganda against the United States. . . .  



[T]he continuance of racial discrimination in the United States remains a source of constant 
embarrassment to this Government in the day-to-day conduct of its foreign relations; and it 
jeopardizes the effective maintenance of our moral leadership of the free and democratic nations 
of the world. 

Within an hour of the Chief Justice's announcement of the Court's unanimous conclusion that, 
"[i]n the field of public education, the doctrine of 'separate but equal' has no place," the Voice of 
America broadcast the news, in 34 languages, around the globe. The U.S. Information Agency 
promptly placed articles on Brown in almost every African journal. Time magazine commented: 
"In many countries, where U.S. prestige and leadership have been damaged by the fact of U.S. 
segregation, it will come as a timely reassertion of the basic American principle that 'all men are 
created equal.' " 

Newsweek magazine observed: "[S]egregation in the public schools has become a symbol of 
inequality . . . . It has also been a weapon of world Communism. Now that symbol lies 
shattered." 

 

5. What words does Chief Justice Earl Warren use to describe the “presence of racial 
segregation in America”? 
 

6. How is segregation viewed by the Attorney General and the Secretary of States in 1954? 
 

7. What is the general tone of the quote in Document #3? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document #4 

Dwight D. Eisenhower's Little Rock Response 

Good Evening, My Fellow Citizens: — For a few minutes this evening I want to speak to you 
about the serious situation that has arisen in Little Rock….. 

In the South, as elsewhere, citizens are keenly aware of the tremendous disservice that has been 
done to the people of Arkansas in the eyes of the nation, and that has been done to the nation in 
the eyes of the world.  

At a time when we face grave situations abroad because of the hatred that Communism bears 
toward a system of government based on human rights, it would be difficult to exaggerate the 
harm that is being done to the prestige and influence, and indeed to the safety, of our nation and 
the world.  

Our enemies are gloating over this incident and using it everywhere to misrepresent our whole 
nation. We are portrayed as a violator of those standards of conduct which the peoples of the 
world united to proclaim in the Charter of the United Nations. There they affirmed "faith in 
fundamental human rights" and "in dignity and worth of the human person" and they did so 
"without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion."  

And so, with deep confidence, I call upon the citizens of the State of Arkansas to assist in 
bringing to an immediate end all interference with the law and its processes. If resistance to the 
Federal Court orders ceases at once, the further presence of Federal troops will be unnecessary 
and the City of Little Rock will return to its normal habits of peace and order and a blot upon 
the fair name and high honor of our nation in the world will be removed.  

Thus will be restored the image of America and of all its parts as one nation, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.  

Good night, and thank you very much.  

 
8. How does President Eisenhower characterize the situation in Little Rock Arkansas? 

 
9. Why do you think Eisenhower states that “our enemies are gloating over this incident”? 

 
10. Summarize in your own words how these 4 documents are related to each other. 

 


