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MARK UP THE TEXT 

“Act for enrolling and calling out the national 

Forces, and for other Purposes" 

 

Whereas there now exist in the United States an insurrection and rebellion against the authority thereof, 

and it is, under the Constitution of the United States, the duty of the government to suppress insurrection 

and rebellion, to guarantee to each State a republican form of government, and to preserve the public 

tranquility; and whereas, for these high purposes, a military force is indispensable, to raise and support 

which all persons ought willingly to contribute; and whereas no service can be more praiseworthy and 

honorable than that which is rendered for the maintenance of the Constitution and Union, and the 

consequent preservation of free government: Therefore—  
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That all able-bodies male citizens of the United States, and persons of foreign birth who shall 

have declared on oath their intention to become citizens under and in pursuance of the laws thereof, 

between the ages of twenty and forty-five years, except as hereinafter excepted, are hereby declared to 

constitute the national forces, and shall be liable to perform military duty in the service of the United 

States when called out by the President for that purpose.  
 

SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That the following persons be, and they are hereby, excepted and 

exempt from the provisions of this act, and shall not be liable to military duty under the same, to wit: 

Such as are rejected as physically or mentally unfit for the service; also, First the Vice-President of the 

United States, the judges of the various courts of the United States, the heads of the various executive 

departments of the government, and the governors of the several States. Second, the only son liable to 

military duty of a widow dependent upon his labor for support. Third, the only son of aged or infirm 

parent or parents dependent upon his labor for support. Fourth, where there are two or more sons of aged 

or infirm parents subject to draft, the father, or, if he be dead, the mother, may elect which son shall be 

exempt. Fifth, the only brother of children not twelve years old, having neither father nor mother 

dependent upon his labor for support. …And no persons but such as are herein excepted shall be exempt: 

Provided, however, That no person who has been convicted of any felony shall be enrolled or permitted to 

serve in said forces.  
 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the national forces of the United States not now in the military 

service, enrolled under this act, shall be divided into two classes: the first of which shall comprise all 

persons subject to do military duty between the ages of twenty and thirty-five years, and all unmarried 



persons subject to do military duty above the age of thirty-five and under the age of forty-five; the second 

class shall comprise all other persons subject to do military duty, and they shall not, in any district, be 

called into the service of the United States until those of the first class hall have been called.  
 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That all persons thus enrolled shall be subject, for two years after the 

first day of July succeeding the enrolment, to be called into the military service of the United States, and 

to continue in service during the present rebellion, not, however, exceeding the term of three years; and 

when called into service shall be placed on the same footing, in all respects, as volunteers for three years, 

or during the war, including advance pay and bounty as now provided by law.  
 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That any person drafted and notified to appear as aforesaid, may, on 

or before the day fixed for his appearance, furnish an acceptable substitute to take his place in the draft; or 

he may pay to such person as the Secretary of War may authorize to receive it, such sum, not exceeding 

three hundred dollars, as the Secretary may determine, for the procuration of such substitute; which sum 

shall be fixed at a uniform rate by a general order made at the time of ordering a draft for any state or 

territory; and thereupon such person so furnishing the substitute, or paying the money, shall be discharged 

from further liability under that draft. And any person failing to report after due service of notice, as 

herein prescribed, without furnishing a substitute, or paying the required sum therefor, shall be deemed a 

deserter, and shall be arrested by the provost-marshal and sent to the nearest military post for trial by 

court-martial, unless, upon proper showing that he is not liable to do military duty, the board of enrolment 

shall relive him from the draft.  
 

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That any person enrolled and drafted according to the provisions of 

this act who shall furnish an acceptable substitute, shall thereupon receive from the board of enrolment a 

certificate of discharge from such draft, which shall exempt him from military duty during the time for 

which he was drafted; and such substitute shall be entitled to the same pay and allowances provided by 

law as if he had been originally drafted into the service of the United States.  
 

SEC. 33. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States is hereby authorized and 

empowered, during the present rebellion, to call forth the national forces, by draft, in the manner provided 

for in this act.  


