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The New Deal 
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to 

• 2.13.12.8 analyze the principal explanations of the causes of the Great Depression and steps taken 
by the Federal Reserve, Congress, and the President to combat the economic crisis (US 1.1.8, US 
1.2.2, US 1.1.6) 

• 2.13.12.9 explain the effects of the Great Depression on workers, farmers, gender roles, and 
various social and ethnic groups (US 1.2.2, US 1.1.6) 

• 2.13.12.10 explain the arguments for and against the New Deal (US 1.1.6) 
• 2.13.12.11 evaluate the successes and failures of the relief, recovery, and reform measures of the 

New Deal and the expanded role of the federal government in society and the economy (US 1.1.6) 
by: 

 Discussing DBQs 
 Listening to and looking at primary documents 
 Completing a DBQ organization chart 

DO NOW: What is a DBQ?  (Discussion) 

A DBQ (Data Based Question) is an engulfing question that requires the use of many primary 
sources.  The primary sources used relate to one topic and are a means of support and clarification 
for a student attempting to argue a point.  When completing a DBQ the student should use the 
primary sources given as a means of providing details and examples, as well as proving their point.   
 
STEP 1: Read the DBQ (you will have 2 days to work on this). 
 
When writing a DBQ the general rule is to use at least one more than half of the documents 
provided in the end argument.  There are ten primary sources so you must use at least six of the 
sources.  All of you are working on a research project in English right now, so this should be good 
excersize using outside content to re-enforce your writing.  The DBQ is:  
 

• Explain the goals of the New Deal. 
• Defend arguments for and against increased government involvement during the Great 

Depression. 
• Judge Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s success in preserving a market economy. 
• Give details and examples. 
 

STEP 2: Revisit yesterdays documents and as a class begin to organize the information to help 
start the DBQ.  (See chart.) 

 

STEP 3: Look at new primary sources as a class and organize them by yourself in the chart to 
help with your DBQ.  This time it is actual video footage, songs, pictures and a graph! 

 
EXIT:  How would you describe a DBQ, in your own words? 



This chart is just to help you organize your writing and to ensure that you use your documents! 

 Explain the goals of 
the New Deal. 

 

Defend arguments for 
and against increased 
government 
involvement during 
the Great Depression. 

Defend arguments for 
and against increased 
government 
involvement during the 
Great Depression. 

Judge Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s 
success in 
preserving a 
market economy. 

DOCUMENT 1A: 

MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS 
REVIEWING THE 
BROAD 
OBJECTIVES AND 
ACCOMPLISHME
NTS OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIO
N. JUNE 8, 1934. 

Democracy (trust 
American people 
then businesses 
will help) 

to avoid problems 
from the past again, 
to promote fair play 
and regain 
American 
confidence 

? Successful 
because 
individual 
liberties have 
not been lost 
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(A) PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT SIGNING THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT. AUGUST 
14,1935 

Today a hope of many years' standing is in large part fulfilled. The civilization of the past hundred 
years, with its startling industrial changes, has tended more and more to make life insecure. Young 
people have come to wonder what would be their lot when they came to old age. The man with a 
job has wondered how long the job would last. 

This social security measure gives at least some protection to thirty millions of our citizens who will 
reap direct benefits through unemployment compensation, through old-age pensions and through 
increased services for the protection of children and the prevention of ill health. 

We can never insure one hundred percent of the population against one hundred percent of the 
hazards and vicissitudes of life, but we have tried to frame a law which will give some measure of 
protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of a job and against poverty-
ridden old age. 

This law, too, represents a cornerstone in a structure which is being built but is by no means 
complete. It is a structure intended to lessen the force of possible future depressions. It will act as a 
protection to future Administrations against the necessity of going deeply into debt to furnish relief 
to the needy. The law will flatten out the peaks and valleys of deflation and of inflation. It is, in 
short, a law that will take care of human needs and at the same time provide the United States an 
economic structure of vastly greater soundness. 

I congratulate all of you ladies and gentlemen, all of you in the Congress, in the executive 
departments and all of you who come from private life, and I thank you for your splendid efforts in 
behalf of this sound, needed and patriotic legislation. 

If the Senate and the House of Representatives in this long and arduous session had done nothing 
more than pass this Bill, the session would be regarded as historic for all time. 

http://www.archive.org/details/fdrbig-the speech above done online using FDR himself 

 
 
Can you relate this to the DBQ?  Does this support government involvement or a laissez faire 
approach to the economic crisis?



(B) “Happy Days Are Here Again” and “Sing Sing Sing” 
 
 
“Happy Days are Here Again” –Jack Hylton 
 
 
"Happy Days Are Here Again" was composed by Milton Ager (1893-1979) & Jack Yellen (1892-1991) in 
1929, and introduced in October, just prior to the stock market crash which heralded the start of the Great 
Depression. It became a song that was extraordinarily popular in the first half of the twentieth century. 
“Happy Days are Here Again" would also become the theme song for President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's 
1932 inauguration.  

"So long sad times, go long bad times, we are rid of you at last. Howdy gay times, cloudy gray times, you are 
now a thing of the past. Happy days are here again, the skies above are clear again, so let's sing a song of 
cheer again, happy days are here again. Altogether shout it now, there's no one who can doubt it now, so let's 
tell the world about it now, happy days are here again. Your cares and troubles are gone, there'll be no more 
from now on, from now on... Happy days are here again. The skies above are clear again, so, Let's sing a 
song of cheer again. Happy times, happy nights, happy days... are here again!". 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SESr9D5Gd7A 
 
 
 
 
“Sing Sing Sing” -Benny Goodman Orchestra from Hollywood Hotel (1937) 
http://www.foxytunes.com/artist/benny_goodman 
 
 
 
Can you relate this to the DBQ?  Does this support government involvement or a laissez faire 
approach to the economic crisis? 
 
Think about the following: 
 
Message of the song? 
 
 
Tempo/beat? 
 
 
Impact of this song on the audience? 



(C) Images/Pictures of New Deal Programs from http://newdeal.feri.org/library/default.cfm (National 
Archives) 

1 Tennessee Valley Authority-dams  

 http://newdeal.feri.org/library/photo_details.cfm?PhotoID=70
64&ProjCatID=10546&CatID=27&subCatID=1113 

 

 

 

 

2 Civilian Conservation Corps-road building 

 http://newdeal.feri.org/library/photo_details.cfm?PhotoID=6359&ProjCatID=10345&CatID=17&subCat
ID=1072  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Federal Emergency Relief Administration 

 http://newdeal.feri.org/library/photo_details.cfm?PhotoID=6359&ProjCatID=10345&CatID=17&subCat
ID=1072 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you relate this to the DBQ?  Does this support government involvement or a laissez faire 
approach to the economic crisis? 
 
 
What do these pictures show about the New Deal? 



(D) 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FINANCES, 1929-1941 

(in billions of dollars) 
FISCAL YEAR EXPENDITURES SURPLUS OR 

DEFICIT (-) 
TOTAL PUBLIC 

DEBT 
1929 $3.125 $0.734 $16.9 
1930 3.320 0.738 16.2 
1931 3.577 -0.462 16.8 
1932 4.659 -2.735 19.5 
1933 4.598 -2.602 22.5 
1934 6.645 -3.630 27.1 
1935 6.497 -2.791 28.7 
1936 8.422 -4.425 33.8 
1937 7.733 -2.777 36.4 
1938 6.765 -1.177 37.2 
1939 8.841 -3.862 40.4 
1940 9.589 -2.710 43.0 
1941 13.980 -4.778 44.0 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 
1970, Bicentennial Edition, Part 2 (1975) 
 
 
 
Can you relate this to the DBQ?  Does this support government involvement or a laissez faire 
approach to the economic crisis? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you see any patterns? 


