
“Sounding the Alarm” 
Extended Lesson Plan 

Primary Source Analysis 
 

Part I 
The following collection of primary sources from the 1920s seek to awaken Americans to 
what they perceive as highly threatening forces at loose in American society in the 1920s.  
What motivated this fear and call to action? 
 
Students will use this questionnaire to analyze three of the following sources: 

• Hell and the High Schools excerpt 
• William Jennings Bryan’s last speech excerpt 
• “The Passing of Evolution,” by George Frederick Wright 
• Harpers Weekly interview with Anthony Comstock and PBS secondary source 

providing relevant background 
• The Klan’s Fight for Americanism excerpt 
• The Passing of the Great Race excerpt 
• “Shut the Door,” speech by Senator Ellison DuRant Smith 

 
1. Title of source: 
2. Author 
3. URL, if available 
4. Describe in your own words the problem described by the author.  (at least three 

sentences) 
5. Again, in your own words, what solution does the author prescribe? 
6. Explain the connection between the views of this author and changes that have 

taken place over since the turn of the century.  What has changed about America 
to elicit this response? 

7. What does this source add to your prior knowledge? 
8. Does any information from this source conflict with your prior knowledge?  If so, 

what? 
 
Part II 
Zooming in on The Scopes Trial 
Examining the primary sources listed below from the Scopes Trial, answer the following 
questions. 

1. Summarize in your own words what the State of Tennessee’s House Bill No. 185 
of 1925 did. 

2. Examine the excerpt from the biology textbook used by John T. Scopes.  How 
does the book classify man on p. 195?  How did use of this textbook get Scopes in 
trouble with the law in Tennessee? 

3. Closely observe the political cartoons about the Scopes Trial.  Choose one to 
write about in detail.  Make observations about the cartoon; its possible meaning, 
and questions that you have about it. 



4. How do you think the Scopes Trial represents a reaction to the modernity of the 
early 20th Century? 
 

Scopes Trial Sources 
• http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/tennstat.htm 

(Tennessee law on teaching evolution) 
• http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/hunt194.htm 

(biology text used by Scopes) 
• http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/monkeytrial/gallery/gal_monkeytrial_06.h

tml (another political cartoon; use the back button on the upper right 
corner to see 5 additional cartoons) 

 
 
 
 
 
 


