
Warm-Up 
With a partner, brainstorm at least 3 advantages and 3 disadvantages of working in a textile mill 
compared to other jobs at the time (farmer, miner, railroad conductor, steel mill worker) 

 
      Advantages     Disadvantages 

 
 
 
 
 

 

After thinking about life in a textile mill, examine the primary sources and answer the following 
questions. 

Lowell Mill 
Offering Vol. V. A 
Week in the Mill- 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 
 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

Loom and Spindle, or 
Life Among the Early 
Mill Girls, Harriet 
Hanson Robinson, 
1898 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 
 
 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

Lowell Mill 
Offering Vol. IV, 
Letters from Susan  - 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 
 
 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source -  

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 



Factory Rules from 
the Handbook to 
Lowell 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

Except from the Mass. 
House Document - 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 
 
 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

An Account from a 
Visitor to Lowell - 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

Time Table of the 
Lowell Mills - 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

Boston Transcript - 
Source: 
(Author, Date, type 
of Publication) 

What does this 
source tell us about 
working conditions? 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence from the 
source: 

What inferences can you 
make about working in a 
factory from this source? 

 


