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Between 1852 and the outbreak of the Civil War, many pro-slavery works were 
written in response to Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Many of these novels 
centered on the benefits of plantation life for slaves and the belief that slaves 
were happy being slaves.  Some of these novels poked fun at the North’s 
factory system in which factory workers were treated like the “white slaves” of 
the North. Even though these pro-slavery novels did not attain the same 
success as Uncle Tom’s Cabin, they were widely read in the South and the 
North.  
 
One of the best selling of these anti- “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” novels was Aunt 
Phillis’s Cabin, written by Mary Henderson Eastman. Eastman wrote her novel 
while she lived in Washington, D.C. Throughout her story, Eastman makes 
references to Uncle Tom’s Cabin to show how slavery really was in the South, in 
direct opposition to Stowe’s account. In her concluding remarks at the end of 
the novel, Eastman states that “I only assert the necessity of the existence of 
slavery at present in our Southern States, and that, as a general thing, the 
slaves are comfortable and contented, and their owners humane and kind.” 
 
Chapter IX of Aunt Phillis’s Cabin 
 
Phillis is a slave on the Weston plantation in Virginia. 
 

“Phillis would have been truly happy to have obtained her own freedom, and that of 

her husband and children: she scorned the idea of running away, or of obtaining it 

otherwise than as a gift from her owner. She was a firm believer in the Bible, and often 

pondered on the words of the angel, "Return and submit thyself to thy mistress." 

According to the passage, under which condition would Phillis accept her 
freedom? 

 
 

 

Notice the author’s reference to the Bible.  Why did Eastman include this in the 
passage? 

 
 
 
 



 
Chapter X of Aunt Phillis’ Cabin 
 

“PHILLIS was at her ironing early in the morning, for she liked to hurry it over before 

the heat of the day. Her cabin doors were open, and her flowers, which had been 

watered by a slight rain that fell about day-break, looked fresh and beautiful. Her house 

could be hardly called a cabin, for it was very much superior to the others on the 

plantation, though they were all comfortable. Phillis was regarded by the Weston 

family as the most valuable servant they owned—and, apart from her services, there 

were strong reasons why they were attached to her. She had nursed Mrs. Weston in her 

last illness, and as her death occurred immediately after Arthur's birth, she nourished 

him as her own child, and loved him quite as well. Her comfort and wishes were always 

objects of the greatest consideration to the family, and this was proved whenever 

occasion allowed. Her neatly white-washed cottage was enclosed by a wooden fence in 

good condition—her little garden laid out with great taste.... All kinds of small flowers 

and roses adorned the front of the house, and you might as well have sought for a 

diamond over the whole place, as a weed.” 

 
Analyze Eastman’s portrayal of Phillis’ condition as a slave.  What impact do you 
think this description had on the pro-slavery movement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Context: 
 
Complete the Venn diagram to compare Uncle Tom’s Cabin to Aunt Phillis’ 
Cabin. Think about the author’s background and when and where the novel 
takes place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


