Title: What People’s Stuff Can Tell You: Looking at a Colonial Probate Record

Author: Marti MacKenzie Grade Level: 4 or 5 (Virginia Studies)

School: Daniel Morgan Middle School Time Estimated: 2 Blocks (85 minutes)
Winchester VA (a 5-8 school) Or 3 55-60 minute periods

Brief Overview (1-2 sentence description): Studentswill work in partnersto examine
and discuss the primary source probae record inventory of goodsbdongingto Sarah
Green (d. 1757)to improve comprehenson of lifein Colonial Virginia. After sharing
with others, students will answer questionspredicting what they think Sarah Green@life
was like. Students will listen to (or read a transcript from) an interview with a colonial
historian and compare ther predictionswith the historian@ condusons

Brief Historical Background (4 to 5 sentences): By the eighteenth century, the colony
of Virginiahad grown into a sodety with distinctionsbetween race, class, and gende'.
Like mog southern colonies, Virginiahad a dave-based, planter-dominaed society.
Even thoughonly arelative few, aboutfive percent, of southern white landowners were
planters (with 20-plus daves), they were therole modds for othe aspiring white men.
Influenced by English law, men were the sole possessors of the family@ wealth, but
women could bethebeneficiaries of shared wealth uponthe death of their hudands
Legal documents, such as tax records or probate inventories, often provide our only
information about the status of a woman and the lifestyles of ordinary people during the
colonial and early national periods. Such listings of household possessions, from a time
when household goods were not widely mass produced, can illuminate a fair amount
about a person’s or a family's routines, rituals, and social relations, as well as about a
region's economy and its connections to larger markets.

Objectives: Thestudentswill:

1) Review aprimary source doaument (Sarah Green, York County Wills and
Inventories #20,17451759 pp. 512513 and discuss, predict, andinfer
information aboutthelisted items.

2) Make condusonsbased onthar findingsabout Sarah Green and aboutlifein
colonia Virginia

3) Compaethdr predictionsand condusonswith those of a colonial historian.

Standards of Learning:
Skills:
VS.1 Thestudent will develop skills for historical and geographical andysis
induding the ability to
a) identify andinterpret artifacts and primary and seconday source doauments to
undestand eventsin history;
b) deerminecause and effect relationships




c) draw condusonsand make genedizations
h) evaluae and discussissues orally and in writing.

Content:

VS.4 Thestudent will demondrate knowledgeof lifein theVirginiacolony by

a) explainingtheimportance of agriculture anditsinfluence ontheingitution of
davery;

d) describinghow money, barter, and credit were used.

Materials (online primary sources, student reading, activity sheets, supplies):

1) Scratch pgoer and pendils.

2) Lessonobijectiveor sign

3) Origind copy and transcript of Sarah Green@ probeate inventory:
http://gungonhdl.org/probae/ GREEN59 PDF (one each for each student)

4) Vocabulary wordswritten on boad, chart paper, or projected on SmartBoard

5) Partner activity questionswritten onboad, chart paper, or projected on SmartBoard

6) Worksheet with columnsfor OVha Y ou NoticedQ GQuestionsY ou HaveQ
(Historical Background@oneper student -- attached).

7) Audio version and selected transcript sectionsof Rosemarie Zagarri interview. (one
per student)

8) VennDiagram for al for find assessment

9) (Optionalextenson) Map of Gundon Hall or projection of Gungon Hall Plantation
On-LineTour. http://gungonhadl.org/tour/welcome.html .

Strategies:
DAY ONE

Hook (8-10 minutes)

(Option 1) Explain to students tha today thelesson involves the thingswe can learn
aboutpeople based on ther possessions Bthethings they own DOQVhat People@ Stuff
Can Tell YouQ(this can be madeinto asign or written as the day® objective). Ask
students to raingorm.O Give students two minutes to write down everything they own
bthear stuff. Attheend of two minutes ask them to partner with someone(Clodck
Buddies, elbow partne's, acrossthetable, etc.) and sharether lists. Asthey look at the
other parson@list they should think aboutwhat the list tells them aboutthe person; what
guestionsthey would have based on thelist; and how the knowedgethey have aboutthe
person aready hdpsthem undeastand thelist. Give students two-three minutes to study
their patne@list. Attheend of thetime, discuss what they learned, questions and
background.

(Option 2) If available, bringin several items onthe inventory list that would notbe



familiar to all students: pestle and mortar, Dutch Oven, Damask napking dogirons
(andirong, etc. Passthem around asking students to think aboutwha the objects might
have been used for 250years ago. Shareideas in an open discussion. Explain to students
tha today thelesson involves thethingswe can learn aboutpeople based on their
possessionsBthethingsthey own DOVha People® Stuff Can Tell Y ouO(this can be
madeinto asign or written as the day® objective). Ask wha theitems you passed
aroundmighttell them aboutthe person who owned the them.

1. Inventory analysis (10-12 minutes)

o Distribute theorigind inventory copy (or project it from
http://gungonhdl.org/probae/ GREEN59.PDF) and a copy of thetranscript.

o Review what are primary sources.

o Explain they are to work with ther partner to study thelists and note what they notice
(or wha thelist tellsthem aboutthe person) and questionsthey have.

o List suggested patner activity questionson boad, chart pack, or Smartboad.

o Review SOME unusud/new vocabulary written on boad, chart pgoer, or projected on
SmartBoard. (Explain you want them to try to figure out some of thewords also
some wordsare unknown. Indudesome definitions from the Oxford English
Dictionay, paticularly for wordstha have changed meaning over theyears.)

o Distribute three-column worksheet (onepe student)

o Givethem eight-ten minutes to study theinventory and complete thefirst two
columnsof the worksheet.

2. Group Discussion (12-15minutes)

Draw three columnsontheboad (or chat packs or SmartBoard): Headings Notice,

Questions Historical Background Ask studentsto share, and write on boad:

o First, wha dowe already know aboutthis time periodin Virginiabmid 17002 (list
unde Historical Background)

o Wha did you notice aboutthelist/inventory (refer to activity questiong? (list unde
Notice)

o Wha questionsdo you have abouttheinventory and Sarah Green? (list unde
guestiong

(Break here for block classes)

3. Extended activity (1525 minutes: complete as homework for regular period classes)
Explain tha students are now going to Qo historyO(working onther own). Historians
take primary source informationlike this and make condusonsaboutpeople or atimein
history.

o On back of worksheet, draw alinedown themidde.

o Write QActuad Oon thefirst column and GCondusongDon the second.

o Inthefirst column write wha you know about Sarah Green. Draw condusonsfrom
theinformation and write them in the second column. Use theinformation to make
educated guesses when you can. (Modd example: Fromthelist | know she had
daves, so |® write (Bhehad daves.Q



o Explain tha tomorrow we will hear from someoneelse who Qloes historyQ

(Based on time, when finished students may share in small groups at which time they
can add or make changes to their list.)

DAY TWO
HOOK (3-5 minutes)
(Option one) Remind students tha thelesson the day before, QVha People3 Stuff Can
Tell YouOstarted with students making lists of GtuffOthey own and then sharing with
patners. Review some of thethingspartnerslearned by looking at another student@ list.
(Call on some who did not share on Day One)

(Option two) Display awritten list of GBtuff | Own.O It can beyour stuff, your spoue®@
stuff, or alist from someoneintheclass. Braingorm what thelist tells you aboutthe
person. Refer to Day OneActivity Questions explain students can use theinformation to
make condusgonsor inferences.

Give the day@® objective: to compare their condusonsabout Sarah Green with that of a
professiond historian.

1. Student discussion: Student conclusions about Sarah Green (8-12 minutes)

Students pick new patners.

o Ask students to share and EXPLAIN how they Did HistoryO-- thethingson their
Condusonschart and why they induded theinformation. Give them 3-5 minutesto
shae.

o Writeonboad, chat pack, or SmartBoard the majority of thingsstudents wrote on
their Condusonschart, letting students tell you aboutthdr partner@ list rather than
ther own.

O

2. Historian® conclusions (35-40 minutes)

Summarize thefirst 22 minutes of theinterview with Dr. Rosemarie Zagarri of George

Mason University. Explain tha sheisahistorian focusng on the colonia period of

American history.

o Distribute copies of theportion (00:22:13-00:48:40) of theinterview with Dr.
Rosemarie Zagari discussing theitems and her interpretations

o Play theportion of theinterview with Dr. Zagarri or read it doudto students.

o Stopthetapeor reading at 32:32for review of davery and agriculture (VS.48) and at
36:26 for review of economic items (VS.4d).

o Review theinterview, discussing key points tha were the same (compare) or were
different (contrast) from the studentsGcondusions

(Break herefor block classes)



(DAY THREE FOR REGULAR PERIOD CLASSES Breview to this point)

3. Compare and contrag (10-15 minutes)

o To assess student undestanding, distribute Venn Diagram.  Students labd onecircle
Qug My CondusonsOand the other Qust Rose® Condusong) They labd the
center OVe AgreeQ

o They mud enter at least 12items. Each pat of thediagram mug have at least 2
items.

o Modd possibilities: 4 items in each place; 6 My Condusons) 2 OVe AgreeQ 4
(Rose@ Condusiong)

o Differentiation: Students may draw pictures to represent thar items and explain to
you oneon-one

3. Extension (10-15 minutes)

(Option one) Distribute thefloor plan of GungonHall and explain, reviewing the
importance of George Mason. Use thelargeentry asthe (hdl.O Students labd where
they would find some items from Sarah Green'Gnventory if shelived there.

(Option two) Project the Virtud Tour of the Gungon Hall Plantation from the Gungon
Hall Plantation webdte: hitp://www.gungonhdl.org/tour/wel come.html

4. Clodng (3-5 minutes) .
Either in small groupsor as a class, have each student share, based onthelessons QVhat
People@ Stuff Can Tell You.O

Homework and/or Assessment: )
Depending ontime, work on GCondusonsOcolumn of thechart can befinished at home
after Day One. TheQloor planOextenson option can be completed at home, aso.

Assessment should be ongoing based on participaion and progress on worksheet. Venn
Diagram with @ompare/contrastOactivity is the culminaing assessment.

Differentiation:
Special needs students should work with suppotive partners; given assistance as needed
with worksheet; allowed to draw itemsin find Venn Diagram assessment.

G&T students should bedirected to the Gungon Hall webste for exploration. They
could complete a secondworksheet usng another of the Virginia probae inventories on
thewebsgte.

Optionscan begiven for the Venn Diagram assessment, possibly induding:
o Writeashort Qhistorical fictionCbook aboutSarah Green@ life.

o Write anewspaper article describing thefindingsof the probae inventory.
o Draw apicture of Sarah Green and some of her possession.



References (annotated):

Barbara Clark Smith, "Andyzing an 1804Inventory,” History Matters: The U.S. Survey
Course on the Web, hitp://historymatters.gmu.eduimse/siainventory.htm, February 2002.
Thisis an excellent example of howto use an inventory as ateachingtod.

Gungon Hall Plantation Probéae Inventory Databases, Green59,
http://gungonhdl.org/probae/ GREEN59 PDF. Thisistheactud copy of theinventory.

Gungon Hall Plantation House Tour, httpJ//gungonhdl.org/tour/welcome.html. Thisor
linetour of George Mason@home is an excellent extenson for thelesson or can be
incorporated by showing the names of rooms.

Rosemarie Zagari, Green Probate Transcript, Thisremarkable discussionwith the
George Mason University expet of the colonial period answers questionsand gives
incredible indgghtinto the Green inventory.



