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Overview

As true globalization approaches, many schools have started offering world history courses in an attempt to encompass previously ignored parts of the world in the classroom. It is becoming unacceptable to only require classes that teach Western civilization (usually Europe and the United States). In 1994, the National History Standards for World History were announced. Often times, studying the world equates to separating it into regions and studying each culture, country and/or continent in isolation despite the fact that people have been traveling and living in different countries for centuries. One of the central national standards for studying world history is to examine cross-cultural global interactions.
 Generally, however, there seems to be a lack of resources for teaching cross-cultural ideas and exchanges. Particularly, there is a large void of available materials for teaching the ideas and exchanges between China and the West. What materials do exist, mostly in the form of course readers and curriculum guides, must be ordered and mailed. There are only a few scattered sources online that can be accessed for free. 

Westerners in China will fulfill this current lack of materials by providing teachers and professors at the high school and undergraduate level with primary sources and lesson plans. Specifically, the site will contain an extensive amount of digitized resources from people who lived in or visited China over several centuries (up until the very early twentieth century) and who wrote about the country. Using one or two personal accounts only shows one or two perspectives, which for any number of reasons could be skewed from what other Westerners at the same time thought.
  Instead of relying on just one or two perspectives, this site will use multiple perspectives over periods of time, offering contextual information on each person, where they came from and their motives and interests for coming to China, and an analysis of how views from these perspectives changed over the centuries. This site will also take into account the historical context in both China and the West at various times in an attempt to explore and explain cross-cultural themes and issues more clearly.

Scope of the Project

Westerners in China will focus on people from the West (Europe and the United States) who visited or lived in China during different time periods and left behind personal accounts, travel narratives, and other writings and related texts documenting how they perceived the country. The site will encompass primarily pre-twentieth century texts, in part because China has drastically changed in the last hundred years and in part because copyright issues are often less strict for older published works.
 

Since not very many websites cover anything near what this topic encompasses, the majority of the content collecting will begin with the aid of several books. The following books will serve as a starting point for looking for people to cover and issues to explore: 

Mackerras, Colin. Sinophiles and Sinophobes: Western Views of China (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000). 

Mackerras, Colin. Western Images of China (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999) 

Mungello, David. The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800 (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 1999). 

Spence, Jonathan. The Chan’s Great Continent (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1998). 

These books cover “Western Views” or “Western Images” of China broadly and generally cover a longer time period. However, since nothing substantial online covers this topic and students often do not have time to cover all the sources available, an appropriate cut off is the beginning of the twentieth century. If the site is successful in accomplishing its mission, and time and money are not a concern, it may be possible to expand by adding more materials. The database on the site would only require minor changes to add more sources or lesson plans. 

The site’s main goal and genre will be a teaching resource—to provide information to students and teachers at the high school and undergraduate level for use in the World History (and Chinese/East Asian history) classroom. To make the content accessible to such a broad group of people, the site will follow specific National History standards for the high school level while at the same time being complex enough and provide adaptations for AP and college-level survey courses. 

Each of the site’s sections will be structured at least in part by time period “eras” so as to follow the standards.
 This will also make it easily navigable for those teachers and students who may not be familiar with who was in China at different times. It also keeps lessons in a chronological framework which teachers who teach at these levels are already familiar with. However, the materials and lessons will not solely be based on these time periods (and this focus on chronological thinking) but rather will expand to also cover the following skills listed in the standards
: 

*historical comprehension, through reading primary sources in context 

*historical analysis and interpretation, through comparative analysis by reading multiple perspectives over many years from people of different backgrounds with various motives for going to China 

*historical research capabilities, through reading eyewitness accounts and constructing their own narrative and arguments around the primary sources and with guidance from the teachers using the lesson plans 

*historical issues-analysis and decision making, by analyzing various interests, motives, and perspectives of those “caught up in these situations” and making decisions based on reading more than one person’s perspective

These standards will be covered as much as possible in the lesson plans, and no lesson plan will be without any of these included. More detailed materials and lesson plans will be included so that AP World History and college-level instructors can use the site above and beyond the basic standards. For instance, more primary sources will be added so analysis can be more extensive and cover more territory. Links to contextual information will be provided, and some lesson plans will introduce more complex issues and themes to be discussed. 

The first section of the site and main browsing feature will be an interactive timeline. The timeline will be broken up into three broad sections based on specific time periods listed in the standards: 1000-1500, 1450-1750, and 1770-1914. Each time period will be its own, self-contained, set of pages. Below each of these time periods will be a broad overview to provide some background information as well as a list of the people who lived in or visited China during the time period. This will make it easier if the user is looking for a specific person to explore and for viewing all potential sources. The advisory board, which will be contacted for initial research suggestions and ideas beyond the books already mentioned, will review the finalized list of people to include for each section.

The content within each time period section will contain a chronological list of the people who lived in or visited China during these years. The timeline will also include historical events in China and the West that were occurring at the same time these people were there. Exploring this contextual information allows teachers and students to analyze the reasons why people may have been visiting or living in China, as well as what impact a specific event had on them. Not surprisingly, the type of person from the West living in or visiting China has changed dramatically depending both on what was happening where they came from, and on what was happening in China. For instance, when the Black Death and a recurrent series of plagues struck Europe in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth century, relatively few Westerners were present in China, while during the Catholic counterreformation many Jesuits lived in China. However, how Westerners were treated depended heavily on the dynasty in power at the time—the Ming treated Westerners in a different way than the Qing. The nineteenth century saw an influx of western missionaries and businessmen into China that, due to a variety of political and cultural reasons, created increased tension and hostility towards foreigners. Issues such as these can only be fully discussed and understood when this other contextual information is present. 

The general setup for each set of pages within a time period will be a scrollable timeline. When an item on the timeline is clicked, the content of the page will switch to display information about the item. The initial page for each separate time period will be an overview and a brief explanation of how to use the timeline. The timeline will be horizontal and color coded so that everything on the first horizontal line is in one color to represent the people who lived or traveled in China (with digitized sources on the site), everything on the next line in a different color will be an historical event in China, and everything on the last line in a third color will be an historical event that occurred in the West. 

When a person is clicked on, the following will be displayed: 

*a short biography

*any images associated with this person (entered into the database)

*a link to each of the sources on the site attributed to this person

*links to all related lesson plans that use or could use this person’s perspective

*a map of China at that time showing where this person lived and/or visited

The screen will always display the timeline along the bottom. The biography will include where the person came from, where he or she went in China, what his or her background was, possible motives for going to China, and themes/issues to explore when reading this person’s writings. When clicked on, all links to sources and lesson plans will pop up in new windows so the user can simply close them and return to the timeline when finished. 

If an historical event from China or the West is chosen, a background to and overview of the event will be provided. This information, as well as any maps and images that may accompany the event, will be derived from other educational online sources, publicly available archives, and books. External links to additional information on topics will be provided and, when clicked upon, will show in a pop up box so the user does not need to leave the site. 

In providing all contextual information, but in particular regarding the events in China and the West, it is assumed that students will have at least some knowledge to work with if they are navigating the site on their own, either from a textbook or lecture. The materials on this site will be geared at complementing and providing information to what is being discussed by a teacher or professor, whether or not he or she is using a lesson plan from the site. The site’s timeline is not aimed at being the only source students go for learning about issues surrounding Westerners in China. 

The second feature of the site, working in conjunction with the timeline, will be a section containing web-based lesson plans. The initial page will divide lessons for browsing by time period or topic/issue/theme. Using topics, issues, and themes, lessons can combine different time periods for comparative discussion. Since the lessons will be dynamically generated, a keyword search will also be added to the page so that a search can be performed through the lesson plans table in the database. If a teacher or professor does not plan to use the site with students and would rather just have a lesson plan, he or she could come to this section and be provided with all necessary materials. 

The lessons will be developed by a core group of teachers and professors currently teaching World History, Chinese History, and East Asian History courses at both the high school and undergraduate levels. Each lesson plan will have defined sections and the format will be identical (too often teaching sites that use lesson plans do not follow a specific format and therefore lose usefulness). The aim is for twenty lesson plans but eight will be required before publicizing the site for use by others. 

A central requirement to each plan will be that they have direct links to the primary sources used from the database and a list of the world history standards that it fulfills. Discussion questions and other relevant information for teaching the materials will be included as will other features normally found on lesson plans—instructional steps, activities, amount of time it takes to complete, a bibliography (for copyrighted and non-web sources) and external links to more information or other online sources. If other online sources exist they can be linked from directly within the lesson plan. Also, a short half-page reflection of use in the classroom (if previously used or taught) and reactions from students to the materials can be included in the plan but will not be required. This could be very beneficial to those who have never taught with these materials.

The last feature of the site will be a primary source database search. The ways to search will be by person, time period, topic, and/or keyword search. The person search will be a drop down menu with the names of all the people who have sources in the database, while time period and topic will be series of checkboxes where multiple boxes can be checked. After searching through the results and clicking on a particular primary source, the display of the source will be in the same format as in the popup boxes on the timeline. 

Other sections on the site will include: about, contact, links. The about section will include a description of the site project and materials that are or will be available on it, how to use the site as a student and as a teacher, and site credits. The links section will contain external links to other educational resources, helpful primary source sites, and bibliographies located elsewhere on the web for more resources. In addition, a form in this section will allow and encourage broken links to be reported and new links to be submitted for review.

The contact section of the site will be where feedback can be provided. Although the contact section will provide an e-mail, and it is likely some people will use it to submit their own lesson plans, the site will not specifically solicit for lesson plans here. This is for a variety of reasons, but mostly for consistency. If a person wishes to submit a lesson plan, he or she will be encouraged to e-mail his or her credentials first. A follow up of requirements with a specific format to use will be sent back. The advisory board will conduct a periodic review of lessons.

Structure of Site
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Rationale for Digital Format

Currently, many of the primary sources planned for the site are not available over the web. More popular figures, such as Marco Polo, Matteo Ricci, and a few Jesuit sources are available, but only ‘snippets’ of other accounts, text, and writings can be found. Since many of these texts are available through the library and are old enough to not pose serious copyright issues, this is somewhat surprising. Scanning the texts and using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software, or typing up the texts in some cases, and storing them in a database for presentation over the web would make these texts accessible to more people (especially for those without easy access to interlibrary loan). Also, most secondary sources used by teachers for analysis of these primary sources (such as course readers) are expensive and sometimes difficult to acquire. They often involve paying a substantial amount of money to a textbook publisher to mail the materials.
 This site will be free to use and will not advertise materials that must be ordered and mailed to the user. 

Another new online resource will be the lesson plan section. These plans will directly tie the newly accessible sources to history standards that teachers are expected to meet. Most course textbooks cover “China and the West” in one chapter or only at specific time periods without comparing and contrasting what people wrote over time, or exploring many embedded issues any further.
 Teachers will be able to use the interactive timeline on the site to quickly navigate centuries of materials and cover comparative analysis without having to conduct extensive research of their own to compile the materials. 

The site will fill a large gap for teachers and professors looking for accessible materials to discuss the complicated cross-cultural exchanges that occurred prior to the twentieth century.
 None of the current websites available accomplishes this task, and none attempts any significant comparative analysis. Though the current National History Standards call for discussion of cross-cultural issues, many sites lack the breadth and depth required for understanding these issues and they all fail to look at multiple perspectives. A thorough discussion of Marco Polo, for example, does not address how his views might contrast those of another European visitor a century later, when a different Chinese dynasty was in power.

Over time, either with more funding, more interest, or both, it may become necessary to add new entries both to the lesson plans and the primary sources. This will be very easy since the site will house both of these items in a database format. Unlike a publication, which would require a significant amount of money to put out a new edition, a database is relatively easy and very cheap to edit. A database can also hold a large amount of data and offer quick methods for searching by specific keywords or on fields. This allows for multiple sorts of the information and a multi-linear way through the materials. 

Reviews and Analysis of Sites

Catlin’s Indian Gallery: Genre—Teaching Resource, Technical—Timeline and Lesson Plans 
Catlin’s Indian Gallery, created and maintained by the Smithsonian Art Museum, includes a section called “Catlin’s Classroom” featuring a number of digitized primary sources and lesson plans for the classroom. 

Though based on a museum exhibit, the creators of the lesson plan section did an excellent job of incorporating primary sources into specific lesson plans for use in the middle and high school classroom. Included in each lesson are links to sources on the site as well as external online sources. Other online sources include contextual materials (transcripts of treatises from the Library of Congress, for example) and ways of obtaining more information on particular topics. A search, though provided, isn’t necessary to find materials on certain parts of the site. National standards covered in each lesson plan are explicitly stated. Not all the standards are for history; some of the plans are interdisciplinary. While Westerners in China will focus on history standards, it will also list associated world history standards with a lesson. 

The site states that the lessons were created through a “consultation with a panel of teachers” however, all of the teachers listed reside in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. It would have been more beneficial to consult with teachers across the country, especially since the teachers and students in the D.C. metropolitan area are the most likely to be able to actually visit the exhibition in person rather than relying on the website. The scholars and teachers for Westerners in China will be chosen from around the country using various methods of solicitation, including H-Asia, conferences, and contacting local scholars and teachers for recommendations of other people around the country to contact.

Browsing for a specific lesson plan in “Catlin’s Classroom” is possible by topic or standard. The topics are based on the four sections covered in the “Campfire Stories” section of the site. Having the ability to browse by standard is helpful for those teachers looking for lesson plans to cover area they’re less familiar with. The lessons on Westerners in China will also offer browsing by the standards—the “eras” in the world history standards. 

The disappointing aspect of “Catlin’s Classroom” is the lack of integration between the interactive primary source module “Campfire Stories” and the lesson plans. “Campfire Stories” contains a wealth of information but does not link to any of the lesson plans. This makes the materials harder to use since it is not even obvious they are present somewhere else on the site. Within “Campfire Stories” are more than one hundred of Catlin’s paintings, his personal notebook digitized, at least ten flash movies with audio interviews embedded that analyze the paintings, and a contextualizing timeline. Technically speaking, the reason for the lack of integration with the lesson plans is the use of Flash in creating this section. A search cannot be performed easily on Flash movies. This makes it hard to find specific paintings and contextual information in the Flash section. While the transcripts for the audio interviews with scholars and curators are located elsewhere on the site and can be searched on, they are not linked to “Campfire Stories”. 

“Campfire Stories” is an impressive resource. However, the contextualizing timeline, a potentially useful feature, has several flaws. The timeline is color-coded, but it is not clear what each of the three colors represents. When an event is clicked on, the information appears on it in a box above the timeline, but it is brief and lacks links to lesson plans or other sources for more information. Furthermore, almost none of Catlin's paintings are listed on the timeline—the gallery is completely separate and cannot be viewed at the same time as the timeline. The gallery images are also not linked to the lesson plans, though they are important sources in most of them. 

The visual presentation of materials on Westerners in China comes from this site. The timeline will follow the horizontal lines with color-coded historical events so that and when an event is clicked on, the information will display. However, more depth and context on each event will be provided. Additionally, there will be numerous links between primary sources on the timeline and lessons.  Unlike “Campfire Stories”, the timeline on Westerners in China will feature prominently, complementing and integrating the lessons and primary sources. 
Several small sites: Content— Westerners in China 

Several sites on the web represent a particular person or subset of people who visited or lived China at a time. For instance, there are many sites on Marco Polo that discuss his journey, his background, and what he wrote about in his travels. Several sites integrate pictures and objects with short excerpts from his travel writings, such as In the Footsteps of Marco Polo. This well-designed site follows a linear format by tracing Marco Polo’s journey on a map. Other sites, such as Marco Polo and His Travels, include mostly background information on Marco Polo and some accompanying images. 

Another group of Westerners who went to China were the Jesuits, and they are represented well on the web. While most of the sites focus on the background and biographies of specific Jesuits (such as Matteo Ricci), some also include excellent primary sources such as maps and images. For instance, Missionaries and mandarins includes writings by Jesuits and images of handwritten documents. These might be integrated into some of the biographies on Westerners in China.

Paul Fordham’s Internet East Asian History Sourcebook is another resource for primary sources online. In the sourcebook is a section called "The Western Intrusion". Though not all links are functional, and none offer a significant amount of contextualization, these sources could be added as external links from lessons on Westerners in China, used for content on the timeline, or added to the database as primary sources. 

None of these smaller sites include lesson plans or specific ways to integrate the materials into the classroom. Westerners in China could include some of these materials in the database or as external links from the lessons, biographies, and historical events on the timeline. 

Asia for Educators: Content and Genre—Chinese History Teaching Resources

The only site close in terms of content and genre to the proposed site is Asia for Educators, created and maintained by Columbia University. This site covers a broad array of material (not just history) on East Asia and took many years to complete. In fact, the content of the site originates from a serious of printed “Teaching Workbooks” on China and Japan created collaboratively by scholars and teachers over a period of about twenty years. A few years ago, these scholars and teachers decided to digitize the materials for purposes of accessibility and linking materials together.

There are three main ways to browse the materials on the site: by subject area, file type, and time period (the time periods follow the standards, as Westerners in China will also do). Since the project is not yet finished, some of the sections say “under construction”. The material covered is so broad (from the beginning of China and Japan up to the present) that many of the sections are not very detailed. The menus are a bit frustrating to navigate (and in some browsers they won’t work at all) but all of the materials display in a new window, a nice feature when wanting to read and then return to the previous page. On Westerners in China, many of the materials within an historical event or biography will also show up in a new window. For instance, clicking on a lesson plan will open a new window so the user is not required to leave the current place on the timeline when he or she wishes to return to it. 

Although the creators of Asia for Educators claim they strive to connect materials using internal links, relatively few links are embedded at all. For instance, under Subject > History > China > Key Points on the menu is a section called “Introduction to China during the Ming and Qing [Outline Reading]”. This section is entirely plain text and includes two important sections without links on “Europeans in China” and “China and Catholicism 16th-18th century”. The text mentions Matteo Ricci, the Dutch embassies in China, and several other Westerners who played key roles. However, even upon returning to the home page and performing a keyword search on “Matteo Ricci”, only this and three other records are returned – and not one of these contains links to readings or sources on Matteo Ricci. Since Ricci is often considered the most important Jesuit in China, and the Jesuits played a key role in Chinese history, this is unexpected. Even more surprising is the lack of discussion of American and other European missionaries in China during the nineteenth century. Many Western women left behind diaries or wrote letters home during this time period, yet this group isn’t even mentioned. 

Also included on the site are several “teaching units”. However, only three cover Westerners in China. One explores several selections from Marco Polo's travels; one examines Lord Macartney and the Qing Emperor on the kowtow incident, and one discusses the British during the Opium War. No additional teaching units on other Westerners (Jesuits, embassies, Americans, etc.) are present, and no comparative analysis is attempted between those Westerners discussed. Besides Marco Polo’s travels, the only other primary source by a Westerner in China is one written by Lord Macartney. The teaching units do, however, include sections that would be useful for creating the format of lessons on Westerners in China, such as an introduction to the sources, a background reading, primary sources, discussion questions, a vocabulary list, and suggested activities. The only section that would definitely need to be added is one that integrates current history standards.  

Asia for Educators, though written and prepared mostly by academic scholars, is primarily aimed at an elementary through early high school audience. The teaching units are not detailed or complex enough for AP or college students. Westerners in China will build on this site by narrowing the focus to a particular subject and providing more information aimed at older age groups, including college students. Older students would be able to obtain basic background information in a survey textbook and then come to the site for materials and sources to supplement their reading. Often sources mentioned in these textbooks are not provided in the book itself. 

The technical architecture of this site, with the exception of popup windows, is not appropriate for Westerners in China. The menus on the homepage, which divide the sections well (subjects/file types/time periods) and are based on audience, are difficult to navigate.

Because Asia for Educators was mostly written prior to the web, many materials listed in the resources and bibliography sections are for purchase only. In several teaching units, for instance, a cd-rom or set of slides is suggested for use with the unit, but these must be purchased separately. This would make it much harder for a teacher to actually use a lesson. Since all the materials on Westerners in China will be in a database or externally linked, none of the lessons will require integration of non-web materials. Non-web sources will be discouraged and only allowed in a bibliography. 

The links listed on Asia for Educators are proof that few sites are currently available for teaching East Asia in the classroom. The only site that includes primary sources on “Westerners in China” is the Internet East Asian History sourcebook. 

Another section on Asia for Educators, called the “forum”, attempts to link teachers from around the country and within states. However, from a brief glance at the section, there don’t seem to be many people posting messages. For this reason, Westerners in China will not include a forum. Feedback will be encouraged through the contact section.

Work and Technical Plan

General Work Plan

The initial plan for building the site will begin with a meeting of scholars and teachers who will collaborate on the content development process. A broad range of scholars and teachers from different areas of the country and varying backgrounds will be chosen. Content development must occur at least to an extent before primary sources are digitized and before the timeline is fully developed. This will try to insure that the materials chosen are relevant and useful as well as readily available (either copyright-free or at minimal cost). Lesson plans can then be written around the sources and incorporate only those sources available on the site. If five sources are used but only four are available on the site, a plan can include a reference to another online place to go for this last source. If nowhere online has the source available, it will be listed as an extra source in the bibliography but will not be required for use with the lesson. These lessons should strive to only include sources available online. 

The advisory board chosen should be mostly scholars but will also include a few high school teachers. Having a core board of scholars and teachers who agree to do this is the key to getting funded. Conferences (American Historical Association, Association of Asian Studies), H-Asia, and teaching-prize winners will all be used as starting points for solicitation. Local scholars and teachers at universities and high school campuses could also be solicited and provide information on more potential board members. 

Once the board is chosen and the content development has started, development of the database storage format for sources and lessons must begin. Format for the sources table will contain an id for each source plus information such as author, time periods and topics included, and the text of the source. Lessons will be stored in a similar fashion, with each lesson having its own id plus related fields (instructional steps, discussion questions, standards, etc). Database records will be delivered on dynamic PHP pages. Currently, and for practical purposes, there is no reason to yet incorporate XML into the site. PHP/MySql will serve the purpose and will be the easiest method to employ, as the cost is very low in implementing it (the proposal author has the technical skills to set this up).

For each lesson solicited, one to three months time will be given to complete it. Using the format for lesson plans developed earlier and giving a general idea as to the length requested will speed up the process of submissions. The more specific the requirements of what should be included, the better. A general payment (based on the amount in the budget and not to exceed $100 per lesson submitted) will be made to each person who submits an approved lesson. Since the aim is for twenty lesson plans, $2000 will be budgeted for this. 

Finding, scanning or typing up, and entering the sources and lessons into the database will be a lengthy process. Checking copyrights where necessary is not always easy, and in some cases obtaining copyrights might cost money. Every attempt will be made to find all necessary sources out of copyright and for those still in copyright, an effort will be made to obtain them as part of “fair use” or for a very minimal cost. No more than $3000 will be written into the budget for copyrights and permissions. 

Interns, research assistants, data entry clerks, or students looking for part-time jobs can provide database entry. Generally, this should not cost much—20 hours a week with two people a week for six months (24 weeks) at $8/hour would cost $7680. However, history interns could be given credits or good recommendations, and six months might actually be the total time spanning over a year (more hours some weeks than others). A maximum of $20,000 over a period of one year should be budgeted for these costs.

Finally, advertising the site should not be hard using the same sources that were used for locating scholars and teachers. In addition, the backing of an institution offers numerous publicity and funding opportunities. A National Endowment for the Humanities grant for this project would require the backing of a university and a solid advisory board of Chinese and East Asian history scholars committed to the project already. 

Technical Plan

The body and most content of the site will reside in a database with two tables — one for primary sources and one for lessons. Text sources will be scanned using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software where possible, or typed directly into the database. This allows for greater flexibility, particularly in searching, adding to, or editing either table in the future. The tables can also reference each other through join script searches, but will remain separate since their content is so different.

The site will be run on free, open source architecture—PHP/MySQL running on an Apache server with Linux. Open source means no licensing fees will have to be paid. The cost for setting this up is minimal and involves mostly hardware. The site will be hosted through an institution such as the Center for History and New Media or personally. Having someone set up a server and paying for a static IP address (up to $34.95 a month) to run the box personally (for about $150-200) is another, though not very reliable, option.
 It is a last resort if nowhere else is willing to host the database and dynamic content. 

The site, except for the about, links, contact, and introductory timeline pages will be all dynamic pages written in PHP. When going to lessons or the database search for instance, one or two pages will control all the content (browsing, searching, display of results, and the lesson or primary source). The searches will include rewrite rules which will give each dynamically generated database entry page a static URL, making them easy to find and index by Google and other search engines.

All database entry will be from internal, password-protected database entry pages so that those without a technical background can manipulate the material easily. Dynamic content always makes more sense over static with sites that include a large amount of searchable materials.   

The timeline, the most interactive feature of the site, will be a set of dynamic PHP pages but will also include some javascript to switch the content as a user clicks on the timeline and receives popup windows. Although Flash was considered for this feature, the ability to update Flash movies regularly can be tedious and adding material is an important feature of the site. If, in the future, the site becomes “frozen” in terms of new material, Flash movies could be added. However, this would require additional funding since another programmer might have to be hired. 

� See the standard of historical analysis and interpretation, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/dev-5-12g.html" ��http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/dev-5-12g.html�.





� Merry Weisner-Hanks in her interview for World History Matters (Question 8) discusses the limitations of personal accounts, see 


� HYPERLINK "http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/analyzing/accounts/mwhq8.html" ��http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/analyzing/accounts/mwhq8.html�.





� I easily located and checked out many potential sources from the George Mason University library, the Washington Research Library Consortium, and InterLibrary Loan. Most copyrights date prior to 1950, and about half date before 1900.





� See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/dev-5-12e.html" ��http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/dev-5-12e.html� for the specific time periods defined.





� These are discussed in detail at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/thinking5-12.html" ��http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/thinking5-12.html�.





� Asia for Educators posts the prices for several resources they sell - see for example � HYPERLINK "http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/china_history1_e.htm" ��http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/china_history1_e.htm�.





� A good example is: Murphey, Rhoads. East Asia: A New History (New York: Longman, 1997).





� Discussion of how digitizing these sources would be beneficial for teachers came from an interview with Michael Chang, Professor of Chinese history at George Mason University, October 31, 2003.





� Interview with Roberta ("Robin") Martin, one of the project directors and creators of Asia for Educators, in Education About Asia, Volume 5, Number 3, Winter 2000. When contacted through e-mail, Ms. Martin provided minimal additional information but did say that the project was over twenty years old.





� Several details in this section of the plan were discussed during an interview with Kelly Schrum, Co-director of World History Matters and Associate Director of History Matters, December 2, 2003.





� Details of setting up a server came from Marty Andolino, technical associate and programmer at the Center for History and New Media.





� World History Matters and History Matters are both set up in a similar fashion. For instance, see a web review on World History Matters: � HYPERLINK "http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/d/33.html" ��http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/d/33.html�.
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