Jarrett Jacobs

I am doing research on the 1988 Permian – Odessa High School Football Team from Western Texas.  There is much information out there regarding the topic, but I wanted to focus this search on the historical background of the story.  I wanted to look for the historical/social happenings of 1988 in West Texas ad view how that related to the film Friday Night Lights interpretation.  Furthermore I am viewing the racial dichotomies that are present in the late 1980’s and critically analyze how the film plays into many of these interactions and conversely how they disregarded some other stereotypes and cultural norms.   

· http://www.answers.com/football 
History of American Football: The modern game is a descendant from ancient games harpaston and harpastrum, played in Greece and Rome.  It became popularized through collegiate sports.  The sport was racially segregated until the 1890’s but only in the North. The South took longer to integrate. 
By first finding information regarding the history of football, one can see the medieval ties and how it is clearly a symbol from the past, representing the man-to-man combat of yesteryear.  It was difficult to find information regarding this because there are many sources that claim footballs origin.  Some sources seemed questionable (http://www-cs.canisius.edu/~salley/Articles/football.html), while others seemed like they had a grasp on reality.  Much of the information regarding the evolution of the game, rather than the history of players was lacking.  Most can be found on small websites with ambiguous credibility.  I believe this search criteria comes up with small websites because there the football community doesn’t exactly mingle with the scholarly community and it is quite obvious in many searches.  What is difficult is when looking for the history of a sport you automatically are bombarded with information surrounding the sporting leagues.  NFL and NFL players always came up in searches.  I equate this phenomenon to the search engines search patterns.  Because not too many people are looking for a small high school’s demographics and social/historical information, little information appears in search engines. This forces me to narrow the perimeters of searches to consisting “high school” and “Texas” along with the other variables in my queries.   The audience seems trivial information questing sports fan that could regurgitate the information found not in an academic debates, but instead on a couch watching a football game in the fall.  The scholar and student are left looking hard for depth, while must sites just scratch the surface.  Must of the information regarding “football” is not useful for an essay.

· http://www.jstor.org.proxyau.wrlc.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/00167428/ap010269/01a00090/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=c65b2089@american.edu/01cc993399db6109a2eb012a&0.pdf 

Some Social and Demographic Correlates of Football Productivity - Norman R. Yetman; D. Stanley Eitzen > Geographical Review, Vol. 63, No. 4. (Oct., 1973), pp. 553-557.

There is a prominence of football in the Southwest.  Most notably in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana were Southwestern football powerhouses.  “Counties with a Black population above the national average tended to be higher in college football player productivity.”  However, the productivity is only high if the high Black population combined with other variables, such as number of persons per square mile, percent employed in white-collar jobs and annual income.  If the county has resources for better sporting facilities, there will be a greater number of perspective college level football players.  Much of Texas meets these requirements, thus, counties in Texas have a great chance of college football player productivity.


Following a search of football, my search criteria evolved from general topics to major topics regarding race, sports and culture in The United States.  Sports is a way many students find a way into college, this is a given.  I wanted to see want variables along with race; have created counties in the United States that have disproportional statistics regarding perspective colligate level football players.   There are many articles on the internet regarding this topic.  Searching for articles regarding this topic proved most reliable, while websites shed little light to eliminate my argument. The article above was a good indicator of why certain areas create good football players.  I was able to get good information from the article while others were suspiciously racist, so I quickly disregarded them.  Delving into arguments that are more specific I could see the change in audience.  When searching general topics I notices it was geared toward general audiences.  Searching for more scholarly topics resulted in scholarly results.  I equate this to the general public being more interested in player statistics and fluff, rather than scholarly journals, while scholars have to negotiate through the fluff to reach the prudent information. 
· http://www.jstor.org.proxyau.wrlc.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/00219347/dm993021/99p0525h/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=c65b2089@american.edu/01cc993399db6109a2eb012a&0.pdf 

Racial Position Segregation: A Case Study of Southwest Conference Football, 1978 and 1989 Richard Lewis, Jr. > Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 25, No. 4. (Mar., 1995), pp. 431-446.

Proposition 48 – NCAA (mid 1980’s)
Racial Stacking – Black players are given Black roles on the team.  This creates competition among the recruited Black players for the few positions that the coaches deem best suited for Black players.  “Thus, Black football players are overrepresented in peripheral position and White players are overrepresented in central positions.
It has been hypothesized that Black players are recruited for starting roles, while White players occupy both starting and back-up positions. Black athletes are generally not allowed entrance into collegiate football on the basis of being an “average” player.”

The percent of White/Black students enter college for football between 1978-1989 was stable, at about 58W/40B.  

Moving from where perspective players emerge, I changed my search to who are these players and what positions do they play.  There is much information regarding this topic and I can see that there are clear indications that there are racial roles that many players and teams inadvertently play into.  I was able to get a statistic that showed the correlation between rates of Whites vs. Blacks and percentages of college level football teams.  I was unable to find the current rates of Whites vs. Blacks accepted into college period.  Through later research, I am confident that these statistics will be available.  If I had those numbers, I could show the large discrepancies between non-athletes and athletes.  This would show that football was, and still is, an entry in which top tier schools can recognize Black students.  This article addresses an audience that is more scholarly than sports fan based.  I think it is clear the author tries to get a more scholarly audience because they are in a reputable journal and formulates strong arguments.
· http://www.jstor.org.proxyau.wrlc.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/00224642/di011884/01p0620x/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=c65b2089@american.edu/01cc993399db6109a2eb012a&0.pdf 

Pigskin Pulpit: A Social History of Texas High School Football Coaches. Ty Cashion > Review author[s]: Ronald E. Marcello The Journal of Southern History, Vol. 66, No. 1. (Feb., 2000), pp. 181-182.

[image: image1.png]“High School football in Texas” is “one of the state’s identifying institu-
tions” (p. 1). Particularly in the small towns of the Lone Star state, a winning
schoolboy football team is a source of community pride and creates a sense of
identity for the local citizenry. Entire towns often empty out on Friday night
as the loyal boosters follow their beloved Frisco Fightin' Coons (or Van
Vandals, or Round Rock Flying Dragons, or Itasca Mighty Wampus Cats) to
cheer them on s they do battle against the damnable rivals in a neighboring
town. Bragging rights—perhaps the fate of western civilization as we know
it—are at stake! Texas football is closely akin to religion. Not surprisingly,
therefore, coaches who fail to produce winning teams are summarily sent
packing.




This article shows the celebrity status and importance high school football players in Western Texas have to deal with.  Football remains at the top of games in Texas and if you win states, you are the top of the top.  Many consider these people local hero’s and in the future, they will be considered local legends.  This is in form of a review, of a solidly structured scholarly book.  This is good because it gives a good synopsis of life in Texas in the late 1980’s and how it is affected by high school football.  This is good because it was a way to reassure my ideas about what football is like in 1988 Texas.  The problem with a review, is just that; it’s a review.  In order to fully understand the information one has to research the book as well as check out the reviews.   This review addresses an audience that is scholarly, however may not have the time to read 100 books about high school football in Texas.  It is a way for scholars to see what is out there and with a quick glance decide, “This is a good source.”
· http://www.oaoa.com/twentieth/1987.htm 
1988 Compiled by Katelin Trowbridge – Local Odessa newspaper from 
Pulitzer Prize: “On March 31, Odessa American photographer Scott Shaw won the Pulitzer Prize for his photograph of "Baby Jessica"”Tragedy: “On Aug. 12 a Midland Boy’s Club van collided with a Coca-Cola semi-truck near Sweetwater, claiming the lives of five children and injuring 13 others. The group of 14 youths and four adults were returning from an Abilene softball tournament.” Elections: “Although overshadowed by the presidential election, local political campaigns produced fiery debates among county commissioner and district attorney candidates and several incumbents were swept from office in the aftermath. Democratic challenger Gary Garrison was elected district attorney, edging out GOP incumbent Eric Augesen. Meanwhile, in a series of shakeups at city hall, Judy Miller was reinstated as planning and inspection director after Judge Ken Spencer ruled her termination by City Manager Bill Brown unjustified.” Headlines: “The Permian Panthers lost in the state semifinals for the second year, this time 14-9 to Dallas Carter. The game marked the fifth time the team reached the semifinals in the 1980s.-- The head-on crash of a bus and a pickup truck near Carrollton, Ky., killed 27 people, mostly teen-agers returning from a church youth outing.”

1989 -National champs:  MOJO wins national championship.  Panthers defeated the Aldine Mustangs, later they were called the best high school football team in the nation by ESPN.

1988 - Permian High advanced to the state semifinals for the 11th time in the school’s history, but lost to Plano. 29-21. – There was a failed economy on the upraise, economy begins to stabilize.

This was an interesting source.  It is the local Odessa news source.  I was able to go to the website and search for a general year and an author created the major news for an entire year.  This is good because I am able to see the social, economical, political and historical happenings that went hand-in-hand with the Permian quest for state championship.  For all that it gave it lacked in scholarliness.  Remembering that most newspapers are written at middle school reading levels, it is hard to say that this is a good source of scholarly information.  However, it is good to view what are the town’s happenings in the era you are writing about.  I believe the author is directing there writing toward new residence that may like to see the history of their area.
· http://www.city-data.com/city/Odessa-Texas.html
Odessa, Texas

This website has som good information regarding general information on West Texas.  Demographics: Majority White, less than 10 percent black.

Demographics are a key when making an analysis on race in West Texas.  Without strong information and statistics to back up with analysis an essay will lake substance.  I was able to find some statistics and able to find viable information to negotiate into an essay.  These pieces of information are not going to be the solid structure of the argument, but the glue that binds two large pieces together.  The audience is anyone looking for census style information on Odessa Texas.

