
What I want to do is create a collecting site for the Challenger and Columbia accidents. An incredible number of sites exist, only a few of which could be included in the web review as examples of genres. Given time and space constraints on this project, not of what is on the Net can be preserved; nor is it is strictly necessary to preserve all sites. Many are repeats of each other, containing the same reports or excerpts, or the same Associated Press or Reuters story. 

The site will be divided broadly into three sections, one on information which will feature official documents and images; news stories, images, and video. The second section will preserve personal memories by archiving blog posts and forum threads in some fashion. There is also a site which contains oral history interviews with NASA personnel and which mention the accidents, this can only be linked to because of legal issues. What is currently out on the Net is not the whole of the American experience related to the accidents and the hoaxes and “alternate theories” of the accidents, being in themselves a cultural response to the accidents, should be preserved as well. Therefore, I hope to include a short survey/guestbook for people to submit their own memories, images, and multimedia as well as hoaxes and “alternate theories” they are aware of. 
In order to prevent incidents like the “dude Arizona” post on the National Geographic Pearl Harbor site, this survey will have to be gated by requiring real name (as opposed to online handle) and email address. This way, some means of checking the veracity of the posts exists, whether by checking all posts prior to placing them on the website, or by keeping an eye on the memories areas and removing suspect posts. The hoaxes and “alternate theories section should be gated in the same way as the memories to ensure it does not become a forum for those being deliberately inflammatory. 
Most of the content is already digitized and online, I have already collected 13 pages of links to use and will continue to search for more. The site will have a very basic layout, with a brief home page with a brief factual essay telling what the site is about and toolbar directing people to the various parts of the site. As noted above, it will include two online surveys to keep memory and hoax sections separated, otherwise the site will be standard HTML using an editor such as Dreamweaver. My audience hopefully will be quite wide. I would hope that the information and memories will be of interest to space history scholars of all ages and levels of formal training and that it will also be a good place for anyone to go to learn about the accidents, their effects on people, and perhaps remember. As the site is intended as a collection rather than an argument with a thesis, I cannot point to an overarching argument to the site apart from that the accidents were an important part of history for many people, and the memory and knowledge of them should be preserved rather than dropping through a hole in cyberspace or being lost to time. This site is not related to any of my current research goals, though it is related to a research interest in the way the safety culture has evolved (or not) at NASA. On a professional level, experience in digital work is becoming a necessity for a practicing archivist and this project should give me a start on that experience.
