1. Primary Source Analysis:

· Source #1:  “Adoption of the Virginia Declaration of Rights”

     This modern painting by Jack Clifton portrays the fifth Virginia Revolutionary

Convention during the adoption of the Virginia Declaration of Rights. Clifton painted this in 1974.    He was commissioned by the Jamestown Foundation do a painting that portrayed the signing of the Virginia Declaration of Rights. It now hangs in the Virginia State Capitol.

        
Close reading: What does the way the people are dressed say about the time period

of the painting? Why aren’t there any women in the painting? Who do you think the men in the painting could be? Are there any symbols in the painting that might tell you anything about the painting?

· Source #2:  The Virginia Declaration of Rights

Source #3:  Transcript of the Virginia Declaration of Rights

    The Virginia Declaration of Rights was drafted by George Mason and was adopted by the fifth Virginia Revolutionary Convention on June 12, 1776.

Sourcing: What kind of source is this? Who made this? 

Close reading: What does the text say? Can you understand any of the rights George    Mason was writing about? Highlight any important rights you find.

Contextualizing: When was the document written? Why do you think George Mason wrote the Virginia Declaration of Rights? What major event was also taking place during this time period?

· Source # 4: The Virginia Declaration of Rights in kid friendly language

This is the Virginia Declaration of Rights written in 21st century language so students are able to understand what the articles actually mean. 

Close reading: What are the articles saying about rights for all people? Highlight any rights George Mason was writing about in his Virginia Declaration of Rights.

· Source #5: The United States Bill of Rights

Source #6: Transcript of the United States Bill of Rights

On December 15, 1791, three-fourths of the states had ratified the 10 amendments, which became what is now known as the “Bill of Rights”. It was added to the Constitution and gave individual Americans freedoms and rights. 

Sourcing: What kind of source is this? Who wrote it? 

Close Reading:  What does the text say? What are the articles saying about rights for all people?  Highlight any rights written in the Bill of Rights.

Contextualizing: When was the document written? What major event happen before this document was written? 

· Source#7 The United States Bill of Rights written in kid friendly language

This is the Bill of Rights written in 21st century language so students are able to 

Understand what the amendments really mean.

Close reading: What are the amendments saying about the rights for all people? Highlight any rights you understand in the first ten amendments.

Corroborating: Compare the Virginia Declaration of Rights to the Bill of Rights.  What rights did George Mason write in the VDR that were included in the Bill of Rights? Why is the Virginia Declaration of Rights called the basis for the Bill of Rights?

