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On 28 April 1989, the First Secretary of the CC PUWP, Chairman of the Council
of State of the Polish People’s Republic, Wojciech Jaruzelski, paid a working visit to
Moscow at the invitation of the First Secretary of the CC CPSU, Chairman of the
Supreme Soviet, Mikhail Gorbachev.

In the course of the talk, lasting over three and a half hours, both leaders devoted
their utmost attention to the problems of the transformation being conducted broadly in
both countries.

Wojciech Jaruzelski gave information on the measures undertaken by the PUWP
in the realization of socialist renewal in Poland, including the significance of the X
Plenum of the Central Committee, [and] on the preparations to the National Conference
of Delegates to the X Party Congress. He also informed [Gorbachev] about the
significance and results of the “Roundtable,” which have opened up prospects for an
understanding of different social and political forces in Poland. He explained difficult
problems of the country and the means to their solution. He emphasized the significance
of the further development of Polish-Soviet relations in all areas.

Mikhail Gorbachev stated that despite a variety of forms and methods of renewal
of the socialist system used by the fraternal parties, this process has a common guiding
principle—democratization, aspirations to create conditions for real participation of
working people in running the economy and in solving political questions.

He also stated that perestroika in the USSR has reached such a stage, and
transformations in all spheres of life have reached such depth, that the Party is expected
to double its effort in the realization of these unusually difficult tasks. As was said at the
last CC CPSU Plenum, the Soviet people have spoken once again in the recently-held
elections [26 March 1989] for perestroika and have demanded its steadfast, consistent
introduction.

Mikhail Gorbachev also stated that the Soviet economy is coping with
complicated problems related to the shift to new methods of economic activity, monetary
regulations, [and] shortages in inventories of goods.

Despite these difficulties, they did not give a thought—Mikhail Gorbachev
emphasized—to hampering changes. That is why it is so important to ensure the widest
possible democracy and at the same time discipline, openness and responsibility,
pluralism of outlooks and consistency in activity, solving of urgent current problems and
activity designed for the future.



Wojciech Jaruzelski and Mikhail Gorbachev expressed satisfaction about the
development of relations between the two parties and states. They stressed mutual
interest in the promotion of economic contacts, the need to work out a complex model
based on sound economic considerations, and the principle of economic accounting of
enterprises with a view to creating a joint socialist market.

Both leaders praised very highly the realization of tasks defined in the Polish-
Soviet declaration on cooperation in the field of ideology, and also in the joint Polish-
Soviet statement and stipulations adopted during last year’s visit of Mikhail Gorbachev in
Poland.

As a result of these stipulations, among others, an agreement on an exchange of
youth between Poland and the Soviet Union has been prepared, and the work of a joint
group of scholars, researching the so-called “white spots” in the history of Polish-Soviet
relations, is being continued.

It has been acknowledged that in the near future a joint document will be
published in the Polish and Soviet press, prepared by scholars, dealing with the period
preceding the outbreak and beginnings of World War II. Research on other problems is
coming to an end. It has been stated that these efforts should be sped up, so that the
bilateral commission of scholars and other respective organizations can present their
assessments and conclusions regarding all the “white spots,” and particularly with regard
to Katyn.

In the course of the conversation the questions of international policy were
brought up and views were exchanged on other areas of world policy.

At the end of the talk Mikhail Gorbachev emphasized the invariable faithfulness
of the CPSU and the Soviet people to Soviet-Polish friendship and also sent to Wojciech
Jaruzelski, the communists and all people of Poland best wishes for success in solving the
tasks of socialist renewal.

[Source: Hoover Institution Archive. Translated by Jan Chowaniec for CWIHP.]



