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Internet archivist has modest goal: Store 
everything
 
By Matt Marshall  
Mercury News  

Brewster Kahle, founder of San Francisco's Internet Archive, 

burns with a mission. He wants to ensure universal access to all 

human knowledge. And now he thinks that goal is within our 

grasp.

The emergence of cheap data storage technology has made 

what once seemed a pipe dream distinctly possible -- digitizing 

and storing the entire Web, the world's 100 million books, 2 or 3 

million audio recordings and millions more software programs, 

TV shows and videos.

``Storing this is a no-brainer,'' Kahle said.

He's making what has been digitalized so far freely accessible at www.archive.org. And he's built an ``Internet Bookmobile,'' a 

van that drives around the country downloading public-domain books from the archive via a satellite Net link. The van recently 

got kicked out of Walden Pond in Massachusetts for giving away Henry David Thoreau books and upsetting local book 

merchants. He has also taken the Bookmobile to places that really need it -- Uganda, Egypt, India -- printing out books for 

children at $1 a piece.

And then there's the archive's newer offings -- 15,000 music concerts and 300 feature films.

The archive recently hired an engineer to design an affordable Petabox, which stores a million gigabytes of data. The Petabox 

will be ready in the fall.

Brewster's goal: Store everything. ``It is possible,'' he proclaimed last week at a conference at IBM's Almaden Research Center 

in San Jose. ``It could be one of the greatest achievements of all time.''

The Library of Congress houses about 28 million books, and he estimates he can scan and digitize each book for $10 a piece. 

That would cost about $280 million, or the equivalent of half the Library's annual budget.
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The Web is growing at about 20 terabytes of compressed data a month, which is manageable, Kahle said.

Sure, getting copyrighted material has its challenges, especially music and videos. But he's chipping away where he can.

Driving Kahle is the conviction that the world's information is a common good.

In that spirit, he also has asked Google to furnish him with a copy of its database, say with a six-month delay so Google's 

competitiveness doesn't suffer.

Google has yet to grant his request. But Kahle hopes the company will come around, especially in light of its claim that it wants 

to have a positive impact on the world. A Google spokeswoman declined to comment.

He learned a tough lesson when search engine Infoseek initially agreed to give him a copy of its database. When Infoseek 

went bankrupt, though, the lawyers didn't follow through. So Kahle is adamant that Google should act soon.

``Let's give it to others,'' he says.

Contact Matt Marshall at mmarshall@mercurynews.com or (415) 477-2518. 
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