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Hackers solve password mystery
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Institute director Ottar Grepstad said it was easy to say the mystery was simple
afterwards.

"It sounds simple now that we have the answer, but the database was created in an old
program that few have now, and the public institutions we asked for help didn't manage to
crack the code," Grepstad said.

"It is interesting that this case has sparked a serious debate among computer experts
about how one should take care of an important password. What was a bit of a PR stunt
from us has had positive repercussions," Grepstad said.

Hackers gathered at www.slashdot.org discussed the problem when it was released and
claimed to have solved the puzzle on Friday.

The Aasen Institute seemed to agree that the answer extracted at the site for self-
proclaimed nerds was 'ladepjud' - the researcher's name spelled backwards - but waited
over the weekend to see if that information was enough to allow full access to the
valuable index.

The simplicity of the apparent solution was somewhat puzzling as various attempts to
crack the code earlier had reportedly tried variations on nhames from both Djupedal's and
Aasen' families.

Dimmen would not comment on the surprisingly simple password, saying only that the
original investigation had been headed by BIBSYS, a national library data center.

If the catalog proved inaccessible it would have taken the institute about four years of
work to recreate.

The Aasen center researches Norway's second language Nynorsk (New Norwegian),
compiled by linguist Ivar Aasen from the country's local oral dialects as an alternative to
the official written language that is based on Danish.
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