LESSONS WELL LEARNED

ANN POINTER

During the era of legal segregation, African American children rarely had access to public transportation to and from school. To make matters worse, black children frequently had to walk past white schools on the way to the more distant, segregated institution. As they trudged long distances to school, African American children often experienced harassment at the hands of white children, as Ann Pointer, a native of Macon County, Alabama, relates.

I tell you, I had to walk to school every day and back no matter if it was storming. We could not ride the buses although we were paying taxes. But we couldn't ride those buses. Nothing rode the bus but the whites. And they would ride and throw trash, throw rocks and everything at us on the road and hoop and holler, "nigger, nigger, nigger," all up and down the road. We weren't allowed to say one word to them or throw back or nothing, because if you threw back at them you was going to jail. Now that's one of the things, that's the only bitter spot in my heart, and I shouldn't have it, but you know, you can't keep from thinking. We were paying tax, but yet we could not ride those buses; our school was the only [school for blacks]. We didn't have nothing at our school. They give the teachers some chalk and a couple of erasers for the board, but no kind of supplies. Not even heat. If your father didn't bring two loads of wood to that school, then they made you go to the woods and gather wood and you, you were not going to sit by the other children's fire. We were told, "All who ain't brought your wood, go to the woods." We had to go out there and walk up in water trying to find wood to help heat the school.

