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Mount Vernon District

Pennsylvania Quaker, Chalkley Gillingham was instrumental in organizing free public schools at Gum Springs and Woodlawn for African American children.  The Quakers partially funded the two schools, giving $10 per month per school; the state furnished a balance of $15 for each.  

Gillingham’s diary reads:  

“January 14, 1871

Have started two colored schools, one on each side of my place at Woodlawn and Gum Springs, the 2 of which I have had the charge so far.  Under the assistance of Friends in Philadelphia with their fund – giving 10 dollars for each school – we have a colored teacher in the Woodlawn and a white one in the Gum Springs School and about 40 scholars in each on the list, 37 being present yesterday at Gum Springs and 34 at Woodlawn.”
Sully District

The Freedman’s Bureau, a government agency, had been formed in 1865 by Congress to protect, care for and educate formerly enslaved persons and Civil War refugees.  This agency established several schools in Fairfax County but none were in Centerville.  Hence, in 1868, Charles Harris wrote the following letter to the Bureau requesting school funding.  On file at the National Archives, he wrote:

“… we have indevored to erict to a school house up here… and we are not really able to complete the building… Sir you would very much oblige us to help with 150 dollars and we would be able to educate our children which is very much needed…”    
The issue was resolved.  Four months later, the partially constructed school was completed with Freedman’s Bureau funds on land donated by prominent African American, Jesse Harris.  Additionally, the Bureau arranged for a teacher to come from Philadelphia and educate the children.     
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