Excerpts from Plessy v. Ferguson
US Supreme Court (1896)

“...that all railway companies carrying passengers in their coaches in this
State shall provide equal but separate accommodations for the white and
colored races by providing two or more passenger coaches for each
passenger train, or by dividing the passenger coaches by a partition so as to
secure separate accommodations:...”

“A statute which implies merely a legal distinction between the white and
colored races -- a distinction which is founded in the color of the two races
and which must always exist so long as white men are distinguished from
the other race by color -- has no tendency to destroy the legal equality of
the two races, or reestablish a state of involuntary servitude.”



