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A Historic Figure Is Still Hated by Many in Mexico 
 
Mexico City has museums that commemorate its modern art, its Indian heritage, stamps, 
and even the house where Leon Trotsky lived and was assassinated. But the only 
commemorative to the woman who helped Cortes forge alliances with various Indian 
nations against the Aztecs is an insult. 
 
To be called a malinchista is to be called a lover of foreigners, a traitor. 
  
[…]  
 
But while Cortes and La Malinche are still on the minds of Mexicans, they are kept in the 
closet. When Coyoacan officials constructed a fountain and statue depicting Cortes, La 
Malinche and their son about 15 years ago, street demonstrations became so fierce that 
the monument was destroyed. 
 


